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MESSAGE  FROM  THE  PRESIDENT: 

GOALS   FOR   1970 

The  year  1969  has  brought  with  it  many  wonderful  recollections.  High 
among  them  are  those  of  many  fine,  high-type  people  who  have  joined 
the  Church.  The  Kingdom  is  growing,  and  greater  growth  is  contemplated 
for  the  new  year.  This  will  come  in  proportion  to  the  love  and  devotion 
each  of  us  shows  in  bringing  friends  and  loved  ones  to  know  the  Gospel 
and  accept  it.  A  goal  for  1970  is  for  each  of  us  to  commit  ourselves  to 
bring  at  least  one  convert  into  the  Church.  If  this  is  our  greatest  desire  for 
a  friend  or  loved  one,  the  Lord  will  bless  us  to  find  a  way  to  achieve  it. 

Some  other  goals  have  been  set  for  the  Mission.  Will  you  do  your  part 
to  help  achieve  them?  Firstly,  each  branch  should  have  its  own  chapel. 
Secondly,  we  should  have  the  full  programme  of  the  Church  in  operation 
in  each  branch.  Obviously,  this  will  not  be  possible  until  our  branches 
are  large  enough  to  have  all  these  organizations,  such  as  the  Relief  Society, 
MIA,  Primary,  and  Sunday  School  organised.  Thirdly,  each  branch  meeting 
should  be  held  at  the  time  and  on  the  day  recommended  by  the  Church. 
Fourthly,  each  person,  in  whatever  assignment  he  or  she  serves,  should 
know  fully  the  programme  of  that  organisation.  If  the  full  programme  can- 
not be  put  into  operation  now,  because  of  the  smallness  of  the  branch,  at 
least  every  officer  and  teacher  of  that  organisation  should  know  in  detail 
what  the  full  programme  of  that  organisation  is  and  be  preparing  for  the 
time  when  the  full  programme  can  be  put  into  operation. 

In  order  to  achieve  the  above  goals,  each  of  us  will  need  to  know  the 
handbooks  of  the  Church  which  pertain  to  our  respective  assignment.  We 
are  interested  in  training  a  depth  of  leadership.  We  want  every  person  in 
his  assignment  to  become  qualified  to  serve.  Each  Relief  Society  officer 
or  teacher  should  so  thoroughly  know  the  entire  Relief  Society  Programme 
that  if  called  upon  to  do  so,  she  could  head  the  Relief  Society  in  her 
Branch.  The  same  applies  to  the  Priesthood  officers  and  the  officers  and 
teachers  in  the  other  organisations.  These  goals  can  be  achieved  if  each 
of  us  does  his  part  to  learn  the  programme  and  then  teach  it  to  those  whom 
it  is  his  or  her  responsibility  to  also  teach.  The  day  is  passed  when  we 
can  be  receptacles  of  the  Gospel.  Each  of  us  is  expected  to  receive  truths 
and  then  pass  these  truths  on  to  others  with  whom  we  are  associated. 
In  doing  this  the  growth  of  the  mission  will  be  accelerated,  and  a  great 
increase  in  the  numbers  of  leaders  we  have  in  the  mission  will  become  a 
reality. 

Our  prayers  are  that  each  member  of  the  Church  will  work  unitedly 
to  achieve  these  goals.  We  have  faith  in  you  that  they  can  be  achieved  to 
the  strengthening  of  the  Church. 

Sincerely  and  faithfully, 

HOWARD.  C.  BADGER. 

Mission  President. 


NEW  MISSION  PRESIDENCY 

Sustained  as  the  new  Mission  Presidency: 

President  Howard  C.  Badger 

First  Counsellor  C.  Kenneth  Powrie 

Second   Counsellor     Johann   Brummer 
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CHRISTMAS  IN  SUNNY  SOUTH  AFRICA 


Lilian  V.  Brummcr 


Christmas  is  exciting  in  any  lan- 
guage, in  any  country,  for  it  afTects 
and  involves  every  man  born  to  this 
earth.  Christmas  can  stretch  like  the 
biggest  balloon,  to  house  every 
stray,  to  welcome  every  stranger,  to 
cheer  the  lonely,  aged  and  sick,  to 
delight  children  of  any  age,  and  to 
soften  the  hardest  heart.  We,  as 
Latter-day  Saints,  cherish  and  hold 
sacred  the  promise  and  meaning  of 
that  first  Christmas  night. 

The  25th  of  December  in  our 
wonderful  country.  South  Africa,  is 
usually  a  hot,  sunny  day,  but  rain 
may  be  anticipated.  Many  homes 
still  have  the  traditional  hot  midday 
meal  of  turkey,  roast  potatoes  and 
vegetables  followed  by  a  sumptuous 
Christmas  pudding  and  rich  sauce. 
There  are  those  who  favour  cold 
fare,  done  in  festive  style,  followed 
by  a  cold  Christmas  pudding  set  in 
jelly  with  cream.  Christmas  Day 
food  also  includes  fruit  mince  pies, 
heavy  fruit  cakes,  and  the  tradi- 
tional confections:  melktert,  soet- 
koekies,  koeksisters,  slapkoek,  and 
much  more  besides. 

South  African  traditions  spring 
from  a  rich  heritage,  influenced 
strongly  by  the  English  way  of  life. 
Many  other  nationalities  have 
brought  their  quaint  customs,  and 
have  influenced  our  celebrations  of 
Christmas  Day. 

The  early  Afrikaner  Voortrekkers 
(Pioneers)  were  an  earnest  God- 
fearing people  and  Christmas  was 
as  sacred  as  the  Sabbath  and  con- 
ducted accordingly.  Christmas  Eve 
was  spent  in  accumulated  prepara- 
tion, which  in  fact  began  weeks  be- 
fore. It  was  an  enterprising  life, 
most  things  had  to  be  made  by  hand 
—  much  of  the  food,  all  of  the 
clothes  and  gifts.  Fathers  and  sons 
worked  outside  in  the  fields  to 
ensure  that  there  would  be  enough 
goods  for  barter.  Mother  and  daugh- 
ters worked  together  in  the  kitchen, 
kept  house,  sewed,  mended  and 
performed  all  the  other  thousand 
tasks  attached  to  home-making.  Part 


of  Christmas  Eve  would  be  spent 
in  singing  Volkslicdjies  (Folksongs) 
and  in  Volkspele  (Folk  dances)  and 
everyone  would  lay  down  tools  and 
join  in  the  fun.  The  family  would 
retire  early  —  the  children,  like  our 
children  today,  remembering  to  hang 
their  stockings  at  the  end  of  their 
beds. 

Parents  would  rise  very  early  and 
pray  together  simply  and  humbly. 
Then,  as  today,  there  would  be  the 
jolly  "getting  together"  to  open  the 
presents.  Afterwards  the  family 
would  have  breakfast,  then  a  family 
service  (like  our  home  evenings) 
would  be  held.  A  delicious  Christ- 
mas midday  meal  would  be  served 
on  a  beautiful,  starched  demask 
cloth.  Tables  were  large  enough  to 
seat  twenty  people  or  more.  The 
main  course  would  be  lamb  pastry 
and  a  roast  suckling  pig  with  a 
potato  in  its  mouth  (not  an  apple). 

Today,  of  course,  turkey  or 
chicken  dominates  our  tables.  A 
large  plum  pudding  and  delicious 
sauce  would  be  brought  in  triumph- 
antly. There  would  be  suppressed 
excitement  among  the  young  people, 
for  inside  the  pudding  would  be  a 
ring,  thimble,  and  tickeys  (coins). 
The  one  who  received  the  ring 
would  be  married  first.  The  thimble 
received  most  reluctantly  would 
mark  one  as  a  spinster  or  bachelor 
and  the  tickeys  would  promise  their 
owners  riches. 

Today,  many  years  later,  we  still 
enjoy  old  customs;  sadly,  some  have 
been  lost  over  the  years,  but  happi- 
ly we  have  adopted  some  new  ones. 
Carol  singing  has  become  a  definite 
part  of  our  celebrations.  We  have  a 
beautiful  "Carols  by  Candelight" 
service  attended  by  thousands  of 
people.  Our  own,  young  MIA  people 
go  carrolling  on  Christmas  Eve, 
fostering  peace  and  goodwill.  Even 
in  our  space  age,  Father  Christmas 
features  prominently.  He  appeals  to 
all  children,  and  even  the  bigger 
children  are  indulgent  towards  his 
image. 

(Continued  on  page  332) 
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A  FAMINE  IN  THE  EAND 


Boyd  K.  Packer 

Elder  Boyd  K.  Packer,  Assistant  to  the  Twelve,  delivered  a  forceful  and 
inspiring  address  at  the  13c)//;  Semi-Annual  General  Conference.  He  is  one 
of  the  General  Authorities  chosen  to  preside  over  this  mission,  and  inas- 
much as  he  has  just  visited  the  saints  here,  his  words  are  included  in  this 
issue  of  the  Cuntorah's  Southern  Messenger, 

Recently,  two  unusual  gatherings  of  young  people  have  caught  the 
attention  ol'  the  world.  At  White  Lake,  New  York,  nearly  a  half  a  million 
youth  gathered.  Later  a  similar  gathering  was  held  on  the  Isle  of  Wight. 
1  hey  came  from  all  countries,  from  all  levels  of  society. 

These  meetings  were  billed  as 
music  festivals.  Certainly  they  did  not 
come  to  hear  music.  I  he\  came  to 
be  there.  These  gatherings,  so  appeal- 
ing to  our  youth,  are  unique  in  his- 
tory and  they  mean  something.  Some 
suppose  that  the  youth  responded  to 
political  or  philisophical  motivation. 
It  is  not  so.  It  would  be  a  mistake  to 
so  conclude.  Even  though  thev  are 
deeply  intangled  in  the  political  and 
the  social  issues  of  today  —  franti- 
cally youth  clings  to  whatever  social 
issue  is  foremost  at  the  moment,  not 
realizing,  perhaps,  that  it  is  not  so 
much  the  cause  that  ignites  them  as  it 
is  having  the  cause  which  satisfies 
their  need.  Neither  is  it  an  intellectual 
movement,  although  it  has  many  of 
the  attributes,  nor  is  it  a  cultural  one 
though  they  have  developed  their 
own  style  of  music,  vocabulary,  art 
forms  and  poetry.  It  is  spiritual  moti- 
vation that  brings  these  young  people 
together. 

They    may    not    know    it,    but    a 
whole   generation   of  youth   is   athirst 
with   an    unquenched    spiritual  desire. 
As  has  been  foretold  : 

Behold,  the  days  come."  saith  the  Lord,  "that  I  will  send  a  famine 

in  the  land,  not  a  famine  of  bread,  nor  a  thirst  for  water,  but  of 

hearing  the  words  of  the  Lord  :    And  they  shall  wander  from  sea 

to  sea.  and  from  ihe  north  even  to  the  east,  they  shall  run  to  and 

fro  to  seek  the  word  of  the  Lord,  and  shall  not  find  it.  In  that 

day  shall  the  fa:r  virgins  and  young  men  faint  for  thirst. 

Youth  suffers  from  a  lingering  thirst  that  has  become  a  drive.  Though  it 

gnaws  within  them,  it  is  not  physical.  They  want  to  know  what  it  all  means. 

They  are  seeking  the  true  meaning  of  life.  There  is  something  nrssing  from 

their  lives  —  some  vital  substance  that  they  have  not  tasted. 

Many  of  them,  unfortunately,  seek  it  in  physical  satisfaction.  The) 
smash  down  the  boundaries  of  morality  and  wantonly  indulge  themselves 
in  every  manner  conceivable  to  the  limit  of  physical  experience  —  seeking 
in  physical  satisfaction  and  gratification,  some  taste  of  life.  They  come 
away  less  satisfied  than  before  —  the  thirst  and  the  craving  more  acute. 

Many  of  them  turn  elsewhere,  seeking  escape  from  this  futility  in  life. 
They  turn  to  drugs  and  they  find,  for  a  moment,  the  escape  they  seek.  At 
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last  their  spirits  soar.  They  reach  beyond  themselves  and  erase  all  limita- 
tions and  taste,  for  a  moment,  as  they  suppose,  that  which  they  have  been 
seeking.  But  it  is  a  synthetic  ■ —  a  wicked  counterfeit  for  they  return  to  a 
depression  worse  than  the  one  they  left.  Then  they  become  players  in  the 
saddest  of  human  tragedies,  for  as  they  turn  again  to  this  release,  they  are 
not  seeking  what  they  sought  before,  but  indulge  to  escape  the  conse- 
quences of  each  previous  adventure  with  drugs.  This  is  addiction.  This  is 
tragedy.  This  is  slavery.  When  a  remedy  becomes  worse  than  the  disease, 
then  we  have  found  futility  itself. 

If  one  of  these  young  people  would  listen  for  a  moment  —  listen  ser- 
iously enough  that  I  could  speak  from  the  depths  of  my  soul,  there  are 
some  things  that  I  would  tell  him. 

"Why,'"  he  may  first  ask,  "do  you  appeal  to  me,  the  most  criticized  and 
uncomfortable  in  all  of  society?" 

That  is  easy  to  answer:  First,  you  are  right,  you  know,  when  you 
assess  that  most  of  society  is  interested  only  in  immediate,  material  success — 
too  comfortable  to  really  care,  too  preoccupied  to  listen  to  any  significant 
message.  Because  you  are  trying  to  change  things,  perhaps  you  will  at 
least  listen.  We  are  trying  to  change  things  too.  We  have  many  thousands 
of  young  people,  something  like  yourselves,  assigned  across  the  world  to 
change  people.  But  they  must  sift  literally  through  thousands  to  find  one 
that  will  listen  —  really  listen. 

We  appeal  to  you  because  you  are  young.  Our  message  requires  a 
change  so  monumental  that  few  but  youth  have  the  courage  for  it.  In  your 
rebellion,  so  called,  you  have  cut  yourself  loose  from  the  moorings  —  per- 
haps even  from  family  ties  and  have  set  yourselves  adrift  on  the  sea  of 
life.  Now  you  may  be  on  the  right  sea.  You  may  even  be  in  the  right  boat 
but  you  might  try  fishing  on  the  other  side. 

Some  others  once  were  fishing  on  the  wrong  side  of  the  ship.  "And 
He  said  unto  them.  Cast  your  net  on  the  right  side  of  the  ship,  and  ye  shall 
find.  They  cast  therefore,  and  now  they  were  not  able  to  draw  it  for  the 
multitude  of  fishes."' 

When  we  mention  that  there  is  a  spiritual  answer  to  your  need,  I  hope 
you  don't  dismiss  or  ridicule  the  possibility.  "Don't  knock  it  till  you've  tried 
it,"  is  sound  counsel.  If  you  haven't  tried  it  yet,  you  are  as  yet  no  witness 
on  the  matter.  Surely  you  have  that  much  honesty.  You  may  say  you  have 
been  to  church,  that  you  have  tried  religion  and  have  not  been  satisfied. 
That  is  little  wonder.  It  isn't  in  them  all  you  know  —  only  a  flavouring  of 
it.  The  substance  of  it,  the  fullness  of  it  can  be  found  in  only  one  place. 
Perhaps  you  have  looked  for  it  here,  in  that  one  place  and  have  not  found 
it  and  so  I  repeat,  you  might  try  fishing  on  the  other  side. 

No  one  can  require  you  to  taste  of  this  living  water.  It  can  come  only 
when  you  consent.  There  are  no  conscripts  —  only  volunteers.  Now  if  you 
are  to  find  it,  you  must  pay  more  by  a  thousand  fold  than  you  have  ever 
paid  before,  reach  further  than  you  have  ever  reached,  use  more  courage 
and  self  discipline  than  you  ever  knew  vou  had.  But  at  the  end  of  all  of 
that  comes  the  promise :  Verily  thus  saith  the  Lord  :  It  shall  come  to  pass 
that  every  soul  who  forsaketh  his  sins  and  cometh  unto  me  and  calleth  on 
my  name  and  obeyeth  my  voice  and  keepeth  my  commandments,  shall  see 
my  face  and  know  that  I  am  the  light  which  lighteth  every  man  that 
cometh  into  the  world. 

Now  I  must  be  plain  also  to  say  to  you,  my  young  friend,  that  when 
you  come  to  know,  it  will  be  on  His  terms  —  not  on  yours.  Therefore, 
he  hath  said.  Sanctify  yourselves  that  your  minds  become  single  to  God  and 
the  days  will  come  that  you  shall  see  Him.  for  He  shall  unveil  His  face 
unto  you.  And  it  shall  be  in  His  own  time  and  in  His  own  way  and  accord- 
ing to  His  own  will. 

The  fact  is,  the  positive  irrefutible  truth  is  that  what  you  seek,  my 
young  friend,  exists.  And  when  you  find   it.  it  will  not  take  you  out  of 

(Continued    on  page  326) 
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Christmas  and  the  Spirit  of 

Christ 


President  David  O.  McKay 


It  is  often  said  that  the  happiest 
season  of  the  year  is  Christmas  time. 
I  believe  that  is  true  because  it  is 
then  that  we  have  the  Christian 
spirit  in  our  hearts,  which  is  the 
spirit  of  Christ.  1  wish  we  might 
have  that  spirit  every  season  of  the 
year,  every  week  in  the  year. 

Millions  and  millions  of  people 
this  season  will  celebrate  the  birth 
of  Christ.  Looking  at  it  from  a 
natural  standpoint,  it  is  really  won- 
derful, because  we  know  so  little 
about  Him.  When  we  read  about 
Abraham  Lincoln,  we  can  go 
through  volumes  and  find  out  about 
his  life,  his  characteristics,  his 
temperament,  his  jocular  nature,  his 
moody  nature.  We  can  look  at  his 
photograph  and  judge  him  from  his 
writings  and  his  sayings.  We  can 
interpret  them  more  intelligently  as 
we  look  at  his  features,  an  iron 
frame. 

If  we  study  the  life  of  Washing- 
ton, we  are  helped  in  the  same  way. 
I  often  think,  as  I  look  at  the  por- 
trait of  Robert  Burns,  that  his 
expression,  as  it  has  come  down  to 
us  in  portraits,  is  a  help  in  inter- 
preting his  poetry.  The  same  is  true 
of  Sir  Walter  Scott  and  other  his- 
torical geniuses;  but  in  the  case  of 
Jesus  of  Nazareth,  we  have  no 
photograph. 

There  is  no  man  who  has  ever 
lived  since  the  days  of  those  who 
walked  with  Him,  who  can  form  a 
correct  conception  of  what  He 
looked  like,  with  the  exception  I 
shall  note  later.  From  a  human 
standpoint,  there  is  no  photograph 
that  will  give  us  an  exact  likeness 
of  His  features.  Artists  have  painted 
Him  as  they  thought  He  looked. 
The  French  artists  have  introduced 
French  traits  in  His  picture;  the 
Italians.  Italian  features;  and  so  on. 

Not  only  have  we  not  His  por- 
trait, but  we  have  not  His  sayings 
in  the  original.  We  have  his  book; 
we  have  what  the  apostles  remem- 


bered He  said,  but  even  that  has 
not  come  to  us  in  the  language  in 
which  He  spoke  it.  Even  what  we 
have  is  so  little  that  it  can  be  put 
in  a  vest  pocket  edition;  and  yet 
John  tells  us  that  if  all  He  said 
and  all  He  did  were  written,  the 
world  itself  could  scarcely  contain 
the  volumes  (See  John  21:25).  In 
comparison  to  that,  think  how  little 
we  have,  how  little  we  know  from 
a  human  standpoint. 

Yet,  even  from  the  human  stand- 
point, no  being  has  ever  been  on 
the  earth  that  has  wielded  a  thou- 
sandth part  of  the  influence  which 
this  man  of  Nazareth  wields 
throughout  the  world.  Nearly  two 
thousand  years  have  gone,  and  He 
is  still  acknowledged  as  the  one 
peerless  person  in  the  world. 

Today  His  life  is  a  more  potent 
factor  in  influencing  humanity  than 
it  has  ever  been  before,  notwith- 
standing the  terrible  conditions  that 
exist  in  the  world  today.  What  is 
this  influence?  It  is  not  just  what 
He  has  written. 

Thank  heaven  we  do  have  a  few 
of  His  words  in  the  Bible,  and  that 
we  have  more  of  them  in  modern 
scripture,  the  Book  of  Mormon.  But 
all  told,  this  amounts  to  but  little. 
even  including  the  more  glorious 
revelations,  more  direct  words,  in 
the  Doctrine  and  Covenants.  It  is 
not  just  what  He  said,  but  rather 
what  He  does  to  our  spirits,  how 
He  influences  our  hearts  and  effects 
the  very  lives  of  men  which  makes 
Him  live.  It  is  through  that  power, 
by  the  operation  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 
that  He  influences  our  hearts  and 
affects  the  very  lives  of  men  which 
makes  Him  live.  It  is  through  that 
power,  by  the  operation  of  the  Holy 
Ghost,  that  He  influences  the  world, 
and  gives  men  the  power  to  bear 
testimony  to  His  divinity.  In  that 
power,  all  men  can  read  of  His  life 
and  what  He  has  done  and  can  hear 
His  voice  through  the  whisperings  of 
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the  Spirit.  All  men  should  do  as 
He  has  done;  that  is  the  obligation 
that  comes  to  us. 

A  Lesson  in  Humility 

On  one  occasion  when  He  was 
with  the  Twelve,  He  performed  a 
sacred  ceremony  in  which  He  taught 
them  the  lesson  of  humility.  After 
He  untied  the  towel  from  His  waist, 
replaced  the  basin  at  the  door,  and 
took  His  place  at  the  head  of  the 
assembly  again.  He  said: 

Ye  call  me  Master  and  Lord:  and 
ye  say  well;  for  so  I  am. 

If  1  then,  your  Lord  and  Master, 
have  washed  your  feet;  ye  also 
ought  to  wash  one  another's  feet. 

For  I  have  given  you  an  example, 
that  ye  should  do  as  I  have  done  to 
you.  (John   13:13-15). 

There  were  three  principles 
heralded  to  the  world  by  the  angel 
who  came  to  the  shepherds  on  that 
starry  night  and  told  them  to: 

.  .  .  Fear  not:  .  .  .  For  unto  you 
is  born  this  day  in  the  city  of  David 
a  Saviour,  which  is  Christ  the 
Lord  .  .  . 

And  suddenly  there  was  with  the 
angel  a  multitude  of  the  heavenly 
host  praising  God,  and  saying, 

Glory  to  God  in  the  highest  and 
on  earth  peace,  good  will  toward 
men.  (Luke  2:10,  11,  13,  14.) 

The  first  principle  is  a  message 
to  all  people  to  give  glory  to  God 
— and  godliness  was  a  trait  that 
Jesus  exemplified  every  day  and 
every  hour  of  His  earthly  existence 
here  on  earth. 

Taught  Principle  of  Godliness 

When  He  taught  the  disciples  how 
to  pray,  the  simple  and  beautiful 
pattern  which  He  gave  to  them  and 
to  the  world  contained  that  principle 
of  godliness"  .  .  .  Our  Father  which 
art  in  heaven.  Hallowed  be  thy 
name."  (Mathew  6:9.) 

After  He  performed  the  miracle 
of  feeding  the  Five  Thousand,  He 
saw  how  the  people  interpreted  that 
power,  desiring  to  make  Him  king 
rather  than  to  acknowledge  the 
power  of  God.  He  dismissed  them 
and  retired  to  pray.  Later  that  night, 
He  joined  His  disciples.  The  people 
were  surprised  the  next  morning  to 
find  that  Jesus  was  in  Capernaum. 


They  flocked  around  Him  again, 
asking  Him,  no  doubt,  to  give  them 
something.  They  pretended  to  want 
to  know  His  Gospel,  His  teachings; 
but  He  turned,  reading  their  hearts, 
and  said:  '.  .  .  Ye  seek  me,  not 
because  ye  saw  the  miracles,  but 
because  ye  did  eat  of  the  loaves, 
and  were  filled."  (John  6:23.)  Sordid, 
temporal  things  dragging  their  minds 
down!  He  would  lift  them  up  to 
things  which  were  heavenly.  Then 
He  gave  them  that  memorable  ser- 
mon on  the  bread  of  life,  a  synopsis 
of  which  is  found  in  John,  the 
eleventh  chapter,  when  he  performed 
the  miracle  of  raising  Lazarus  from 
the  dead. 


Taught  Principle  of  Peace 

The  second  principle,  "Peace  on 
eatrh."  Peace!  Can  you  think  of 
anything  in  life  that  is  more  accept- 
able than  peace?  Philosophers  have 
given  several  purposes  of  life:  many 
say  it  is  happiness,  others  say  that 
duty  is  the  end  purpose  of  life.  I 
believe  that  those  who  place  peace 
as  the  purpose  come  nearer  to  the 
real  purpose. 

When  Jesus  came  forth  from  the 
tomb  and  appeared  to  His  disciples. 
His  first  greeting  was,  ".  .  .  Peace  be 
unto  you."  (Luke  24:36.)  Peace!  You 
find  it  on  His  lips  all  the  way 
through  His  life.  Peace  is  exemp- 
tion from  individual  turmoil,  from 
family  broils,  from  national  difficul- 
ty.   Peace    refers    to    the    individual 
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just  as  much  as  it  does  to  commu- 
nities. That  man  is  not  at  peace  wno 
is  untrue  to  the  whisperings  of 
Christ,  to  the  promptings  of  his  con- 
science. He  cannot  be  at  peace  when 
he  is  untrue  to  his  better  self;  when 
he  transgresses  the  law  of  righteous- 
ness, either  in  dealing  with  himself 
by  indulging  in  passion  or  in  appe- 
tite, yielding  to  the  temptations  of 
the  flesh,  or  when  he  is  unjust, 
transgressing  the  law  of  righteous- 
ness in  dealing  with  his  fellowmen. 
Oh,  if  we  could  only  have  peace! 
And  peace  comes  through  obedience 
to  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ;  but 
the  spirit  of  the  flesh,  the  spirit  of 
the  world  is  antagonistic  to  the 
establishment  of  peace.  Just  think 
what  it  would  mean  today  if  only 
that  spirit  would  penetrate  the 
hearts  of  rulers  of  captive  nations; 
if  they  could  only  have  confidence 
in  their  fellowmen.  and  confidence 
in  their  God.  I  believe,  when  we 
read  of  the  glorious  message  from 
that  heavenly  host  which  shall  be 
to  all  people,  that  we  ought  to  think 
just  of  that  one  word,  peace,  and 
the  conditions  that  go  to  establish 
it.  Happiness  follows  then  —  not 
pleasure  —  but  happiness.  Duty  is  a 
fundamental  requirement  in  obtain- 
ing that  peace.  There  is  no  peace  in 
the  violation  of  duty  or  in  the 
neglect  of  duty.  It  is  the  little  things 
which  constantly  are  being  per- 
formed that  produce  peace;  it  is  the 
little  things  which  are  neglected  that 
destroy  peace. 

Taught  Principle  of  Brotherliness 

The  third  principle  heralded  by 
the  heavenly  host  is  good  will  to- 
ward men.  We  shall  call  it  brother- 
liness. I  cannot  think  of  any  other 
word  that  seems  so  expressive  or 
that  will  give  such  an  opportunity 
to  emphasize  good  will  toward  men 
as  brotherliness.  All  men.  the  poor, 
and  even  the  sinner,  were  recipients 
of  His  kindness  and  His  blessing. 

Christ  taught  us  to  set  our  hearts 
not  upon  the  things  of  this  world, 
but  upon  God  and  godly  things.  And 
that  is  the  obligation  which  comes 
to  us  —  to  preach  and  to  live  godly 
lives,  to  have  reverence  for  our 
Father  in  Heaven;  to  pray  to  Him 
and  to  teach   our  children  to   have 


reverence  and  pray  to  Him.  Not 
only  that,  but  we  should  teach  them 
to  nonour  and  revere  sacred  things. 
Jesus  not  only  had  reverence  tor 
His  Father,  but  He  had  reverence 
for  those  things  which  were  God's. 
He  denounced  the  men  of  His  time 
who  defaced  or  defamed  sacred 
edifices,  He  cleansed  the  temple  by 
driving  the  money  changers  away, 
and  to  those  who  sold  the  doves  He 
said,  ".  .  .  Take  these  things  hence; 
make  not  my  Father's  house  an 
house  of  merchandise."  (John  2:16). 

In  that  beautiful  Sermon  on  the 
Mount,  to  those  who  would  swear 
by  the  heaven,  and  others  who 
would  swear  by  the  earth  to  make  an 
oath  a  sacred  one.  He  said:  ".  .  . 
Swear  not  at  all:  neither  by  heaven; 
lor  it  is  God's  tnrone:  Nor  by  earth: 
for  it  is  His  footstool  .  .  ."  (Mathew 
5:34-35.) 

There  is  the  example;  and  I  wish 
that  we  might  follow  it  and  impress 
it  upon  our  children  during  these 
times.  It  is  not  uncommon,  as  we 
walk  along  the  street,  to  hear  young 
people,  sometimes  little  children, 
profaning.  They  have  not  learned 
that  lesson  of  godliness;  or,  if  they 
have,  the  habits  of  their  associates 
are  such  that  the  teachings  of 
parents  have  gone  unheeded.  That 
is  the  second  condition  of  peace, 
and  the  third  is  brotherly  kindness. 
Thank  Heaven  for  the  Christmas 
spirit  that  brings  us  closer  to  each 
other  in  expression  of  that  brother- 
hood. 

Knowledge  of  the  Redeemer 

And  so  I  say  from  a  human  stand- 
point it  is  surprising,  since  we  know 
so  little  about  the  Redeemer,  since 
so  little  is  written  about  Him.  that 
His  power  is  felt  throughout  the 
world  as  it  is.  However,  from  the 
divine  standpoint,  there  is  no  sur- 
prise; and  from  the  standpoint  of 
the  members  of  the  Church  of 
Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints, 
we  do  know  more  about  Him. 
There  was  a  boy  in  this  dispen- 
sation who  did  know  what  He 
looks  like  for  he  saw  Him: 
Joseph  Smith,  the  Prophet,  saw  the 
Redeemer  with    His  Father,  and  he 

(Continued  on  page  336) 
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What  Christ  was  like  as  a 
Person 

Doreen  Ray 
(Bulawayo  Branch) 

For  unto  us  a  child  is  horn,  unto  us  a  son  is  given  : 
and  the  government  shall  he  upon  his  shoulder:  and  his 
name  shall  be  called  Wonderful,  Counseller,  The  mighty  God. 
The  everlasting  father,  The  Prince  of  Peace. 

Of  the  increase  of  his  government  and  peace  there  shall 
he  no  end,  upon  the  throne  of  David,  and  upon  his  kingdom, 
to  order  it,  and  to  establish  it  with  judgement  and  with 
justice  from  henceforth  even  for  ever  .  .  . 

Isaiah  9:  6-7 

The  Divine  Life  is  brought  home  to  us  in  the  life  of  Christ.  We  cannot 
realize  the  vast  power  which  Christ  possessed.  The  entire  abnegation  of 
self  enabled  Him  to  live  as  God  amongst  men.  Christ  came  to  inaugurate 
a  new  era,  to  teach  man  simplicity  and  sincerity.  Those  who  now  teach  in 
His  Name  often  preach  doctrines  quite  unlike  what  He  taught.  Jesus  Christ 
introduced  a  meaningful  belief  in  immortality.  It  was  part  of  His  mission 
to  spread  this  truth  and  make  it  a  real  concept  in  the  lives  of  men.  The 
Jews  had  ceased  to  think  much  of  a  future  state.  One  of  Christ's  most 
important  teachings  was  the  reality  of  the  indestructibility  of  the  spirit  and 
the  perpetuity  of  existence. 

Christ  was  filled  with  a  univer- 
sal   love,    an    all-encompassing    love 
.  :  -,:;--  which  was  shed  upon  the  whole  of 

/;"  mankind.    He    had    progressed    far 

' )-  ~ /*/'     IfeS  enough     spiritually     to     understand 

.t. ",', ■,  t  .  rl  that  "I  and  My  Father  are  one"  and 

Upl ■'■;  £&  this    oneness    included    all    creatures 

-~""w*    a£E?I  anc*   a'^   creauon-   We   have   only  a 

,  ,"        ^p^    £%*!  glimmering   of  what   universal   love 

IfiB  "-  ,  entails    and    represents.    He    taught 

#§f|> ''  ■  • ''  "The    Kingdom    of    God    is    within 

dLs££jjk fs  ,  us."'  The  measures  of  the  Kingdom 

" '-;"''        "M     .  in  his   life  was  in  strict  proportion 

','/  ;&<-'  to  the  love  in  His  Heart  which  He 

,1?  &%::  radiated,  sending  it  forth  to  friends 

■§"  ,ff    '^v  and    enemies    alike.    Love    has    nine 

ingredients :     These     are     patience, 
kindness,  generosity,  humility,  cour- 
tesy,    unselfishness,     good     temper, 
guilelessness  and  sincerity,  and  these 
were  the  qualities  Christ  possessed.  How  well  He  knew  "It  is  the  fruits  of 
the  spirit  that  thrive  and  grow  when  watered  by  love  and  only  these  can 
fill  our  hearts  and  enrich  our  lives." 

HUMILITY 

The  tremendous  faith  that  Christ  displayed  was  not  a  form  of  self- 
confidence  or  belief  in  His  own  ability  to  achieve  a  certain  objective.  It  was 
a  spiritual  knowledge,  the  understanding  that  within  man  the  Spirit  of  God 
dwells  and  when  this  Power  is  mobilized  and  canalized  into  the  appropriate 
channels,  it  brings  forth  in  accordance  with  the  pattern  submitted  to  it. 

"I  and  My  Father  are  one"  was  doubtlessly  said  with  true  humility. 
Humility  such  as  His  is  a  state  which  is  hardly  to  be  described  and  it  con- 
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tains  within  itself  gladness,  wonder,  gratitude,  awe  and  a  sincere  sense  of 
dedication.  The  humility  Christ  possessed  did  not  make  Him  feel  Inferior 
or  unworthy  but  responsible. 
COMFORT,  SERVICE  AND  FORGIVENESS 

"Peace,  be  still."  These  words  the  Master  used  to  calm  the  sea,  but  He, 
Himself,  was  a  Man  of  Peace.  He  knew  the  importance  of  having  a  peace- 
ful mind  and  body.  Martha  was  cumbered  about  with  much  serving  when 
the  Master  was  in  her  house,  but  Mary  sat  at  His  feet  and  heard  His  word 
and  He  said  that  Mary  had  chosen  the  good  part.  "And  let  the  peace  of 
Christ  rule  in  your  hearts."  (Col.  3:15) 

The  law  of  Christ  is  "Bear  ye  one  another's  burdens.  (Gal.  6:  1-2).  Ser- 
vice to  mankind  underlined  Christ's  mission  on  earth.  The  gifts  He  gave 
were  the  priceless  things  as  love,  truth,  goodness,  and  beauty;  hope  to 
the  hopeless;  encouragement  to  those  who  were  striving,  and  a  friendly- 
word  to  those  who  needed  it. 

Christ  was  filled  with  the  spirit  of  forgiveness.  He  taught  "Forgive 
him  .  .  .  until  seventy  times  seven."  He  forgave  the  woman  taken  in  sin 
and  told  her  to  go  and  sin  no  more,  and  in  this  there  was  no  condemnation. 
Jesus  came  to  earth  to  save  sinners,  not  saints.  Because  He  loved  so  much. 
He  understood;  and  because  He  understood.  He  forgave.  He,  in  His  per- 
fection, did  not  condemn  but  we  in  our  imperfection  consider  ourselves  fit 
to  judge.  "Father  forgive  them,"  were  the  words  of  the  Master  during  His 
crucifixion.  What  an  example  of  tolerance  and  forgiveness  they  are! 
SELF-MASTERY 

The  Master  set  us  an  excellent  example  of  patience.  He  did  not  lose 
patience  with  those  who  erred.  He  knew  that  they  were  human  as  well  as 
divine  and  that  man  could  not  transform  himself  into  perfection  without 
learning  the  lessons  which  life  had  to  teach.  He  taught  that  love  was  all- 
important  and  to  love  means  to  be  patient.  Christ  was  patient  with  im- 
patience, courteous  with  discourtesy  and  in  all  things  returned  good  for 
evil. 

Christ  learned  self-mastery  and  self-discipline  early  in  life.  For  forty 
days  He  fasted  and  prayed  in  the  wilderness  where  the  sun  shoots  down 
many  thousands  of  fiery  arrows  upon  the  travellers  in  those  wastes.  Here 
the  jackal's  cry  at  night  and,  when  they  are  hungry,  have  beset  the  wan- 
derer who  dwells  in  the  loneliness  that  is  like  no  other  on  earth.  The  gilts 
of  a  prophet  may  be  more  easily  grown  and  nourished  in  the  silence  of  a 
cave  or  in  the  stillness  of  the  wilderness.  They  are  best  brought  forth  in 
meditation,  in  prayer  and  in  loneliness  as  in  the  case  of  John  the  Baptist, 
son  of  Zacharias  the  Priest.  Christ's  gift,  however,  was  that  of  a  universal 
love  and  compassion  for  all  mankind  and  necessitated  Him  living  among 
men. 

Christ  learned  to  control  His  mind.  His  emotions  and  His  body  and 
compelled  them  to  serve  according  to  divine  will.  He  cultivated  the  will 
to  go  forward  to  perfection,  to  serve  with  love  and  to  meet  all  conditions 
with  calm  courage  and  so  fulfilled  God's  purpose  for  Him  on  earth.  "Not 
as  I  will  but  as  Thou  wilt"  —  Christ  was  brave  enough  to  say  these  words 
and  mean  them. 
JOY  WAS  HIS 

How  do  we  think  of  Christ  —  as  a  sorrowful  Man?  How  could  this 
be  when  He  was  so  fully  aware  of  His  oneness  with  God?  He  asked  that 
His  joy  may  be  in  us  and  joy  be  made  full.  That  is  not  the  request  of  one 
that  is  sorrowful.  Those  who  think  that  to  follow  in  the  footsteps  of  Christ 
is  to  live  a  miserable  life  and  lacking  in  understanding.  He  told  us  not  to 
fear,  for  it  is  the  Father's  good  pleasure  to  give  us  the  Kingdom:  and  the 
Kingdom  is  a  Kingdom  of  joy. 

Truly  a  man's  life  may  be  likened  to  a  dream  dreamt  at  the  opening 
day.  For  some  it  is  an  ill  dream,  for  others  pleasing,  but  to  all  that  which 
is  only  of  value  is  what  they  take  from  it  of  wisdom  and  of  purity  of 
heart. 
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WE  CAN  HAVE  PEACE 


Do  human  beings  really  want 
peace?  As  we  approach  our  cele- 
bration of  the  birth  of  the  Prince 
of  Peace,  who  is  the  only  source  of 
lasting  peace,  we  are  beset  on  every 
hand  with  conflicts  of  many  kinds. 

And  all  of  these  conflicts  are  of 
our  own  making. 

We  make  our  own  wars,  our  own 
riots,  strikes  and  lock-outs,  and  we 
sow  our  own  seeds  of  family  strife. 
We  drink  ourselves  into  alcoholism 
and  drive  ourselves  into  insanity  and 
death  with  illicit  drugs.  At  the  same 
time  we  incite  a  tidal  wave  of  social 
disease  by  our  immoral  practices. 
We  are  the  creators  of  our  own 
miseries. 

But  if  we  would,  we  could  avoid 
them  all,  so  easily  and  so  simply. 
It  could  be  done  this  very  Christ- 
mas Day  when  the  hearts  of  man- 
kind are  more  tender  than  usual  and 
thus  we  could  change  the  world 
from  a  state  bordering  on  despair, 
to  one  of  happiness  —  if  we  only 
would. 

Every  person  on  earth  really 
yearns  for  peace.  The  starving  would 
like  more  food,  the  homeless  seek 
shelter.  Those  who  mourn  the  loss 
of  loved  ones  on  the  battlefield  pine 
for  the  comfort  to  their  souls,  and 
indulge  in  what  seems  to  be  a  for- 
lorn hope  that  carnage  may  cease 
and  that  swords  may  be  beaten  into 
plough-shears. 

All  profess  to  want  peace,  but 
how  few  will  take  steps  to  obtain  it! 

Basically,  wars,  crime,  and  sin  in 
general  are  the  products  of  selfish- 
ness. As  long  as  this  condition  per- 
sists, conflicts  will  continue  in  the 
world. 

But  there  is  a  cure  for  it  —  a 
way  to  end  it  forever.  It  is  found  in 
the  Gospel  of  Christ. 

If  we  loved  our  neighbours  as 
ourselves  we  would  begin  to  wipe 
out  selfishness.  If  we  were  to  do  unto 
others  as  we  would  be  done  by,  we 
would  uproot  the  greed,  avarice,  the 
stubbornness,  and  dictatorial  tenden- 


cies that  break  up  homes,  induce 
divorce,  spawn  crime  and  foster 
immorality. 

If  we  were  to  "turn  the  other 
cheek"  as  offences  come,  if  we  were 
to  reconcile  all  differences  before 
we  approach  the  altar  of  God  as 
the  Saviour  said,  if  we  refrain  from 
anger  and  gossip,  from  unwise 
judgements  and  from  considering 
other  people  as  fools,  we  would  lay 
a  foundation  of  mutual  understand- 
ing   with  our  enemies. 

If  we  would  forgive  as  we  seek 
forgiveness  for  ourselves,  if  we 
would  be  merciful  and  kind  and 
long-suffering,  patient,  and  helpful, 
a  new  day  would  dawn  for  us  all 
and  we  would  begin  to  learn  what 
the  angels  meant  as  they  sang  on 
that  first  Christmas  night. 

Good  will?  What  does  it  mean? 
Can  it  be  something  superficial  — 
just  on  the  surface?  Can  it  exist 
without  sincerity,  humility,  and 
purity  of  motives? 

There  is  no  place  for  hypocrisy 
in  good  will,  there  is  room  only  for 
the  Golden  Rule.  And  if  we  do  not 
live  that  law  we  never  can  have  good 
will  nor  peace  on  earth  nor  love 
among  our  fellowmen.  Christ  offers 
us  the  good  and  abundant  life.  It 
would  be  a  life  so  good  that  all  the 
ills  of  the  present  day  would  dis- 
appear. 

That  life  would  be  so  abundant 
that  everyone  would  enjoy  the  riches 
of  the  earth,  yes,  all  the  things  that 
make  for  comfort  and  prosperous 
living. 

And  this  may  be  achieved  simply 
by  overcoming  self  and  following 
the  pathway  of  the  Babe  of  Beth- 
lehem. It  was  no  idle  song  the  angels 
sang  that  night.  It  was  full  of  mean- 
ing and  had  great  significance.  It  was 
God's  offer  to  the  world  and  to  all 
mankind  of:  PEACE  ON  EARTH. 
GOOD  WILL  TO  MEN. 

— Editorial  from  Church  News, 
December  21.  1968 
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FRIENDS 

Marvin  J.  Ashton 

The  following  is  the  address  of  Elder  Marvin  J.  Ashton 
at  a  session  of  the  recent  General  Conference  of  the 
Church.  Elder  Ashton,  who  visited  the  South  African 
Mission  for  Easter  Convention,  was  sustained  as  an 
Assistant  to  the  Twelve  during  the  second  session  of 
conference. 
Six  months  ago,  by  appointment  from  the  First 
Presidency,  we  attended  a  mission-wide  conference  in 
South  Africa.  After  four  glorious  days  with  the  won- 
derful people  of  that  Mission  and  as  we  were  leaving, 
they  said,  "When  you  return,  give  our  best  regards  and 
our  love  to  our  friends  all  over  the  world."  Little  did 
they  realize  and  little  did  I  realize  at  that  time  that  I  would  have  this 
opportunity  of  giving  their  love  to  their  friends  worldwide.  Since  this 
responsibility  has  come  to  me,  I  have  thought  a  great  deal  about  friends  in 
the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ.  I  am  reminded  in  the  84th  Section  of  the 
Doctrine  and  Covenants,  that  great  revelation  on  Priesthood,  of  how  the 
Saviour  reported  through  the  Prophet  words  to  this  effect :  "Ye  are  mine 
High  Priests,  ye  are  mine  Apostles,  ye  are  my  friends,"  indicating  a  great 
love  and  a  great  assignment  to  be  classified  as  a  friend  of  the  Saviour. 
May  I  leave  this  thought  with  you  as  we  think  of  friends  and  the  part  they 
play  in  the  lives  we  should  live  as  Latter-day  Saints. 

Maybe  this  simple  illustration  will  help  us  to  realize  the  importance 
of  being  friends  in  the  home,  friends  in  the  neighbourhood  and  friends  in 
the  community.  Some  months  ago,  my  wife  and  I  were  in  the  front  part 
of  our  yard  and  the  newspaper  boy  came  down  the  street  on  his  bicycle 
which  was  loaded  with  papers,  and  about  twenty  or  thirty  yards  behind  him 
was  another  boy  on  a  bicycle.  I  was  not  just  sure  at  that  time  what  the 
relationship  was  but  they  were  coming  down  the  street  at  a  pretty  good 
clip.  And  when  the  boy  came  to  our  sidewalk,  he  was  travelling  too  fast 
to  make  the  approach  to  our  home,  and  because  of  his  excessive  speed, 
he  went  one  way,  the  bicycle  went  another  way  and  the  papers  went 
everywhere.  I  noticed  that  the  boy  had  fallen  on  the  lawn  and  was  not 
in  serious  trouble,  but  realized  that  he  might  be  quite  embarrassed  be- 
cause as  he  landed  —  this  perfect  three  point  landing,  if  we  may  refer  to 
it  as  that  —  his  companion  when  this  incident  took  place  was  tickled  to 
death  and  laughed  loudly  with  complete  and  full  enjoyment  at  the  mis- 
fortune of  his  companion. 

Trying  to  relieve  the  embarrassment  of  the  paper  boy.  knowing  he 
didn't  want  help  but  he  wanted  his  pride  repaired  a  little,  I  took  a  few- 
steps  towards  him  and  said,  "It's  kind  of  a  low  blow  to  have  your  friend 
laugh  when  you  have  had  this  misfortune." 

He  went  on  picking  up  his  papers  and  finally  had  them  in  place.  He 
got  on  his  bicycle  and  as  he  started  out  away  from  our  home,  he  made 
the  remark,  "He  isn't  my  friend,  he's  my  brother!" 

Those  words  have  been  ringing  through  my  ears  with  a  great  deal  of 
significance  because,  my  brothers  and  sisters,  I  feel  from  the  bottom  of  my 
heart  that  one  of  the  great  purposes  of  family  evenings  and  Home  Teaching 
is  to  have  family  members  realize  that  a  brother  can  be  a  friend  and  that 
a  sister  can  be  a  friend,  and  that  a  father  and  a  mother  can  be  more  than 
that  —  they  can  be  friends.  I  hope  and  pray  that  we  may  catch  the  wisdom 
and  inspiration  of  building  a  home  so  that  our  members  in  that  sacred  unit 
can  look  upon  a  father  and  say,  "He  is  my  best  friend,"  or  "My  Mother 
is  more  than  a  mother,  she  is  my  friend."  When  we  realize  that  parents  and 

(Continued  on  page  326) 
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The  Shepherds 

Beatrice  E.  Smith 

The  shepherds  were  in  the  fields,  which  arc  in  the  hills  around  Bethle- 
hem. It  was  night,  and  their  campfire  was  burning  low. 

The  shepherds  in  Palestine  take  their  sheep  into  the  hills,  where  the 
grass  grows  longest  and  sweetest.  'I  here  they  pitch  their  camps  during  the 
lovely  warm  weather.  In  the  bleak  winter  time,  the  sheep  are  brought  back 
into  the  valley  and  kept  in  covered  pens  to  protect  them  from  the  cold 
winds  and  snow.  While  the  flocks  are  in  the  hills,  the  shepherds  have  to 
keep  strict  watch  that  no  wolves  or  other  wild  animals  get  among  them. 
So.  like  soldiers,  they  take  turns  to  be  on  guard.  To  pass  the  time,  they  tell 
each  other  stories,  or  play  merry  tunes  on  their  reed-pipes.  Sometimes  they 
sing  the  gayest  songs. 

The  night  was  lovely.  The  air  was  warm  and  there  was  only  a  slight 
breeze.  The  firelight  flickered  on  the  faces  of  the  shepherds.  They  looked 
strong,  happy  men. 

Suddenly  there  was  a  light  about  them — a  light  more  brilliant  that  that 
of  a  summer's  day.  An  angel  of  the  Lord  appeared  in  the  midst  of  the 
light.  The  shepherds  were  frightened.  None  of  them  had  ever  seen  an 
angel  before. 

The  angel  looked  at  them.  His  face  was  filled  with  great  happiness; 
and,  when  he  spoke,  his  voice  was  like  gentle  music.  "Fear  not!"  said  the 
angel,  "For  unto  you  is  born  this  day,  in  the  City  of  David.  A  Saviour 
which  is  Christ  the  Lord;  and  this  shall  be  a  sign  unto  you;  Ye  shall  find 
the  Babe  wrapped  in  swaddling  clothes,  lying  in  a  manger." 

Suddenly,  there  was  with  the  angel,  a  crowd  of  other  angels.  They  sang 
praises  to  God.  This  was  their  song :  "Glory  to  God  in  the  highest,  and  on 
earth  peace,  good  will  toward  men." 

As  the  angels  disappeared,  the  shepherds  looked  at  each  other,  and 
the  wise  old  shepherd  said,  "Let  us  go  at  once  to  Bethlehem."  (This  was 
the  town  which  the  angel  had  called  the  City  of  David),  "that  we  might  see 
the  wonderful  things  which  the  angel  has  told  us." 

They  could  see  the  star  still  hanging  over  a  building  in  the  valley  and 
they  hurried  towards  it.  On  this  night,  they  knew  that  they  could  leave 
their  sheep  in  safety,  for  they  were  obeying  the  wish  of  the  Lord  by  going 
to  see  the  Baby. 

When  they  reached  the  building,  they  found  it  to  be  a  stable.  They 
had  expected  that  from  what  the  angel  had  told  them.  Quietly  they  entered 
the  stable  and  saw  Mary  holding  the  precious  Baby  in  her  arms.  Joseph 
stood  by,  smiling  happily. 

The  shepherds  knelt  down  and  gave  thanks  to  God  for  having  let 
them  see  the  Saviour.  They  knew  how  merciful  it  was  of  their  Heavenly 
Father  to  send  His  own  child  to  the  earth. 

Then  they  went  back  to  the  hills,  back  to  their  work  of  looking  after 
the  sheep.  They  didn't  mind  their  job,  and  they  had  been  particularly 
blessed  on  this  wonderful  night.  There  was  great  joy  in  their  hearts  for 
they  had  seen  Jesus. 

TRANSVAAL  DISTRICT  PRESIDENCY 

Sustained  as  the  new  Transvaal  District  Presidency: 
President  Louis  P.  Hefer 

First  Counsellor  Henri  de  C.  Hugo 

Second   Counsellor  Ben  de  Wet 
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LOo     vi/e    LKemember? 

At  this  glad  Christmas  time,  do  we  recall 
The  weary  trek  to  Bethlehem  —  the  star 
That  blazed  in  triumph  at  our  Saviour's  birth, 
And  angel  songs  of  "Glory  be  to  God  \" 
The  shepherds  near  the  manger  and  the  gifts 
Of  wise  men  paying  homage  to  the  King  — 
The  young  Boy  in  the  temple,  calm  and  wise, 
Expounding  scriptures  to  the  learned  men  ? 

The  centuries  have  rolled  and  now  do  we, 
This  festive  time,  keep  Christmas  in  our  hearts, 
Remember  Bethlehem  and  Galilee  — 
The  Master's  words  of  mercy,  makers  of 
The  peace  and  love  of  neighbour ,  yes,  forgive 
And  go  the  second  mile ;  Gethsemane 
And  Calvary  —  His  precious  gift  to  man} 

Do  we,  this  Christmas  time,  extend  a  hand 
To  weary  ones  bowed  down  with  want  and  fear, 
Who  know  the  sting  of  hunger  and  of  grief, 
And  feel  the  hate  of  evil's  endless  wheeP. 

0,  Master  of  us  all,  forgive  we  pray 

And  lend  us  strength  and  mercy  so  that  we 

May  kneel  to  Thee,  always  remembering. 

—  Dora  Toone  Brough 
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Man   of   Miracles 


Matthew  Cowley  felt  that  man 
"was  at  his  greatest  when  he  was 
on  his  knees."  He  learned  the  real 
power  of  prayer  as  a  youth  on  his 
first  mission  to  the  Maoris,  and  he 
never  lost  sight  of  this  lesson.  He 
said,  "I  was  called  to  faraway  New 
Zealand,  and  in  that  mission  I  was 
assigned,  without  a  companion,  to 
one  of  the  most  humble  places  I 
have  ever  seen  in  my  life,  one  of 
the  most  poverty-stricken  places,  and 
in  that  little  village  1  had  to  pray." 

He  had  been  in  that  country  but 
a  few  days  when  he  was  summoned 
by  a  native  woman  to  the  side  of 
her  husband.  He  found  the  man 
lying  on  the  ground  being  consumed 
by  the  fire  of  typhoid  fever.  "All  I 
could  do  was  pray,"  he  said,  "and 
I  knelt  down  beside  that  suffering 
native,  and  I  prayed  to  God,  and 
opened  up  my  heart  to  him;  and  I 
believe  that  channel  was  open;  and 
then  I  placed  my  hands  upon  that 
good  brother;  and  with  the  authority 
of  the  priesthood  which  I  as  a  young 
boy  held.  I  blessed  him  to  be  re- 
stored to  health." 

The  next  morning  the  native  wife 
informed  the  seventeen-year-old 
missionary  he  was  now  free  to  go 
where  he  wanted,  for  her  husband 
was  up  and  well  again.  It  was  his 
first  miracle  of  healing.  He  kept  the 
channel  open,  and  there  were  many 
other  miraculous  healings  during 
his  two  missions  in  New  Zealand 
and  his  subsequent  trips  to  other 
missions  of  the  Pacific  and  the 
stakes  of  Zion.  Not  only  were  indi- 
viduals blessed  and  healed  but  a 
whole  native  village  also  felt  the 
power  of  his  priesthood.  Of  his 
experience  he  said: 

"I  remember  than  on  one  occasion 
I  rode  horseback  all  day  long  and 
far  into  the  night  to  arrive  at  a 
native  village  on  the  seacoast  of 
New  Zealand,  and  when  I  arrived 
at  a  bay  dividing  the  place  where  I 
had  to  stop  at  that  little  village.  I 
made  a  fire  so  that  the  people  across 
in  the  village  would  send  a  rowboat 
to    get    me,    and    when    that    boat 


arrived.  I  was  taken  across  the  bay, 
and  walked  through  that  village, 
and  in  every  home  there  were  cases 
of  typhoid  fever.  I  walked  fear- 
lessly, with  my  head  erect,  impelled 
by  the  priesthood  of  God  which  I 
held,  and  in  each  of  these  homes  I 
left  the  blessings  of  heaven,  and  i 
laid  my  hands  upon  the  sick.  And 
then  I  had  to  go  across  the  bay 
again  and  get  on  my  horse  and  ride 
all  night  long  to  arrive  at  another 
native  village  where  there  was  sick- 
ness." 

Matthew  Cowley  often  discussed 
the  simple  faith  of  the  islanders 
among  whom  he  served.  He  knew 
theirs  to  be  a  faith  unhampered  by 
psychology,  psychiatry,  and  other 
things  of  a  like  nature.  He  said, 
"All  they  know  is  just  a  simple  faith 
in  God  and  his  power  .  .  .  they  have 
accepted  God's  power  as  the  sim- 
plest thing  in  the  world.  In  the  mat- 
ter of  illness  they  send  for  an  elder 
and  have  him  bless  them,  and  that's 
that.  He  represents  God  and  that's 
all  there  is  to  it.  As  a  result  they 
have  wonderful  manifestations  of 
their  simple  faith." 

AS  TOLD   BY   MATTHEW 
COWLEY: 

"I  was  called  to  see  a  young  lady 
in  the  hospital.  She  was  a  native. 
She  was  about  to  deliver  a  child. 
The  doctor  had  told  her  she  should 
not  have  the  child.  She  was  shot 
through  with  TB.  The  people  there 
were  giving  her  a  farewell  party. 
They  don't  just  let  you  die.  They 
say,  'When  you  go  over  there,  see 
so  and  so  and  tell  him  I'm  not 
doing  so  well  but  will  do  better, 
and  fix  a  place  for  me.'  .  .  .  We 
administered  to  that  girl.  The  next 
morning  we  went  back  .  .  .  The 
farewell  party  was  still  on.  We 
blessed  her  and  administered  to  her 
again.  I  was  there  about  a  year  ago, 
and  she  was  having  her  fifth  child." 

On  another  occasion  this  incident 
took  place: 

"Thirty-six  natives  came  to  the 
mission  home  one  time.  They  were 
all  relatives  and  said  they  wanted  a 
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blessing.  I  said,  That  is  quite  a  job 
-  the  hardest  thing  I  do  in  this 
Church.'  They  answered.  'We  don't 
want  you  to  put  your  hand  on  us  — 
just  stand  up  in  front  of  us,'  the 
spokesman  said.  'Many  years  and 
generations  ago  one  of  the  chiefs 
put  a  curse  on  our  family,  and 
every  generation  since,  someone 
would  produce  a  leper,  and  the  last 
one  in  the  last  few  days  has  been 
taken  off  to  the  leper  colony.  We 
want  you  to  stand  up  and  rebuke 
that  curse  and  take  away  that 
leprosy."  There  was  no  doubt  in 
my  mind  when  those  people  spoke. 
I  blessed  them  and  commanded  the 
power  of  God  to  cleanse  that  family 
of  that  curse;  and  I  know  as  well  as 
1  am  standing  here  there  will  never 
be  another  leper  in  that  family. 
In  Samoa  this  incident  took  place: 
"A  lady  came  to  me  in  the  mis- 
sion home  one  time.  There  I  found 
that  she  was  suffering  from  what 
the  Samoans  call  mu  mu  —  or 
Elephantiatis  —  her  legs  swollen  all 
out  of  proportion.  She  said.  'Brother 
Cowley,  bless  me  and  remove  this 
dread  disease."  A  month  ago  in 
Samoa  she  came  to  the  mission 
home  and  she  said:  'Do  you  re- 
member me?'  I  said,  'Yes,  you  are 
Sister  Purcell  who  was  suffering 
from  mu  mu  when  I  was  here  be- 
fore.' She  showed  me  her  ankels, 
and  they  were  entirely  normal.  Then 
she  said.  'Now,  I  want  the  cataracts 
to  drop  from  my  eyes.  Bless  me 
now,  that  I  may  receive  this  blessing 
through  the  priesthood  of  God. 
from  God  who  has  all  power  to 
heal'." 

By  no  means  all  of  the  miraculous 
experiences  of  Matthew  Cowley 
have  been  repeated  here.  It  would 
be  needless  repetition.  There  came 
those,  as  already  told,  who  were 
barren  and  who  wanted  children, 
and  through  his  administration  they 
received  that  which  they  desired. 
The  whole  Church  thrilled  at  gene- 
ral conference  in  April  1953  with 
his  recitation  of  the  story  of  Little 
Joe,  the  boy  afflicted  with  polio 
and  pneumonia,  who  came  running 
to  meet  him  two  weeks  after  the 
blessing  had  been  pronounced  upon 
him  while  in  an  unconscious  state. 
Many  such  incidents  can  be  related. 


Of  importance,  however,  is  the 
fact  that  Matthew  Cowley,  who 
performed  many  miracles,  was  also 
the  recipient  of  miraculous  blessings 
himself.  One  such  he  relates  as  hav- 
ing occurred  on  his  first  mission. 
He  had  been  ill  for  some  months 
when  he  received  a  letter  from  his 
mission  president  telling  him  they 
were  having  the  annual  mission  con- 
ference, but  for  him  to  stay  where 
he  was  and  recuperate.  He  had  just 
finished  reading  the  letter  when 
there  came  a  telegram  from  the 
mission  president  telling  him  to 
come  to  this  conference.  Said 
Matthew  Cowley  in  recalling  this 
experience: 

"There  were  sixty-five  of  us  there 
then.  We  were  in  a  big  native  hall 
and  as  soon  as  the  opening  exercises 
were  over  the  grand  old  mission 
president  put  his  chair  down  in  the 
centre  of  the  hall  and  he  motioned 
for  me  to  come  and  sit  in  it.  I 
walked  over  and  sat  in  that  chair.  I 
could  hardly  make  it  I  was  so  weak. 
I  sat  down  there  and  sixty-five  of  my 
brethren  put  their  hands  on  me. 

"His  name  was  William  Gardner, 
a  man  seventy-three  years  of  age  .  .  . 
He  hadn't  been  to  school,  but  he 
was  full  of  common  sense  and  the 
Spirit  of  God.  He  got  up  every 
morning  at  four  o'clock  and  went 
out  to  a  secluded  spot  and  prayed 
to  the  Lord.  He  lived  right  with 
him  all  the  time.  He  put  his  hands 
on  my  head.  It  is  the  shortest  bless- 
ing I  believe  I  ever  received.  He 
said,  'In  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ 
and  by  virtue  and  authority  of  the 
Holy  Melchezedek  Priesthood  we 
command  you  to  be  made  well  im- 
mediately." That  was  all.  I  stood 
up  out  of  that  chair  perfectly  well. 
The  old  strength  came  right  back  to 
me  from  head  to  foot  just  as  if  it 
were  being  poured  into  me.  and  it 
was.  by  the  gift  and  power  of  God." 

As  a  man  of  miracles,  Matthew 
Cowley  could  readily  accept  the  fact 
that  these  things  did  take  place, 
and  he  often  told  of  experiences 
others  had  which  came  to  his  atten- 
tion. He  had  no  doubts  whatever 
but  that  these  events  occurred.  He 
rejoiced  in  this  spirit  as  it  came  to 
the  missionaries;  for  instance,  he 
had  no  hesitancy  accepting  an  exper- 
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ience  of  the  healing  of  a   leper  rc-  aries  went   down   to   visit  her.    She 

lated  to  him  on  one  of  his  trips  to  said,  'I  want  you  to  go  up  and  sec 

the  Pacific  Islands.  He  told  of  stand-  the    doctor    and    get    permission    to 

ing  in   line  shaking  hands  with  the  come  in  here.   I  want  to  go  home.' 

people  when  a   missionary  standing  We  knew  what  she   wanted.  So  we 

next   to    him    said,    "The   next    lady  went   to  the  doctor  and  finally  got 

you  shake  hands  with,  take  a  look  permission.  We  put  on  white  eloth- 

at  her  face."  Elder  Cowley  did,  but  ing  and  masks  and  went  in  with  a 

couldn't  see  anything  wrong.  When  bottle   of  oil.  This  was  two   weeks 

the  line  had  passed  by.  he  asked  the  ago,   and   she    doesn't   even   have  a 

missionary    the    purpose    of   his   re-  scar  on  her  nose.' 

quest.  This  was  his  answer:  „We  havg        have  th(J  fajth  of  a 

Two  weeks  ago  she  was  a  leper,  chj,d    .      Qrder         beHeve    .      these 

confined  behind  barbed  wire  fence.  hjn      „  he  sajd    Such  was  the  faith 

Her    nose    was    being    eaten    away  f  ^  man     f  miracles. 
They   fed    her  through    the    barbed 

wire  fence  —  no  one  else  could  go  **NOTE:      These      are      selected 

in.  They  had  sent  tissue  to  a  lab  in  execrnts  from  a  chanter  in  the  book, 

Los     Angeles;     it     was     sent     back  Matthew  Cowley,  Man  of  Faith.  It 

labelled  'positive  leprosy.'  The  same  is  written  by  Henry  A.  Smith   and 

report  came  back  from  other  sam-  is    available    at    the    Mission    Book 

pies.   One   day   two   of  us   mission-  store. 


A  FAMINE  IN  THE  LAND  (Continued  from  page  314) 

the  world.  You  will  find  a  greater  need  to  be  in  the  mainstream  of  life  — 
facing  the  same  issues  that  you  face  now  but  you  will  face  them  with  a 
different  light.  It  will  not  require  that  you  give  up  anything  essential  or 
fulfilling  in  life,  whether  it  be  physical,  emotional,  spiritual,  or  intellectual. 
You  will  be  the  same  height,  the  same  weight.  You  will  be  under  necessity 
of  eating  to  live  and  being  sheltered.  You  will  have  likes  and  dislikes, 
passions  and  desires.  At  first  glance,  nothing  will  change  at  all.  And  yet, 
pos'tively  everything  will  change.  We  bid  you,  our  restless,  drifting,  seeking 
youth  to  come,  quench  that  spiritual  thirst.  The  Lord  has  said,  Whoso 
drinketh  of  water  shall  thirst  again,  but  whoso  drinketh  of  the  water  which 
I  shall  give  him  shall  never  thirst,  but  it  shall  be  in  him  a  well  springing 
up  into  everlasting  life." 

Oh.  How  we  pray  that  as  you  drift,  seeking  everywhere,  trying  every- 
thing, that  one  day  you  will  cast  your  net  on  the  right  side  of  the  ship.  I 
bear  you  my  witness,  as  one  among  those  authorized  to  bear  that  witness, 
that  God  does  live;  Jesus  is  the  Christ;  this  is  His  Church  —  The  Church  of 
Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints;  He  directs  this  Church  and  ministers  in 
the  midst  of  His  Saints.  There  is  a  prophet  of  God  directing  this  work. 
Youth  is  needed  to  carry  it  on.  We  bid  you  to  come  in  the  name  of  Jesus 
Christ,  Amen. 


FRIENDS  (Continued  from  page  321) 

family  members  are  more  than  blood  relations,  but  indeed  are  friends,  then 
we  will  have  a  glimpse  of  what  our  Father  in  Heaven  wants  us  to  under- 
stand when  in  every  deed  we  are  brothers  and  sisters  and  very  close 
friends. 

I  humbly  bear  testimony  to  you  this  day  that  I  approached  this  assign- 
ment in  all  humility  —  aware  of  the  fact  that  I  need  your  blessings  to 
carry  on  to  function  as  my  Heavenly  Father  would  want  me  to  function. 
May  I  express  to  President  McKay  my  appreciation  for  his  confidence  in 
asking  me  to  serve  with  him  and  these  brethren  —  my  friends,  I  pray  in 
the  name  of  Jesus  Christ,  Amen. 

326  CUMORAHS  SOUTHERN  MESSENGER        December.  1%9 


YOUR 

BRANCH 

ACTIVITIES 


SALISBURY 

Walking  Race  and  Braaivleis 

Minnie  Swalwell 

A  very  enjoyable  afternoon  was  spent  by  Salisbury  Saints  on  1 1 
October  when  they  held  a  "sponsored"  three-mile  walk  for  the  sisters  and 
a  five-mile  run  for  the  brothers  of  the  Branch.  This  was  arranged  by  the 
MIA  and  the  participation  was  very  keen.  There  were  quite  a  number  of 
spectators  urging  on  their  particular  favourite  contestants.  This  event  was 
followed  by  a  Braaivleis  in  the  grounds  of  the  chapel,  where  several  friends 
and  investigators  joined  with  the  members.  After  eating,  the  prizes  were 
presented  to  the  winners  of  the  races  by  Sister  Elizabeth  Stevens. 

The  Salisbury  saints  were  very  proud  and  happy  to  learn  that  Brother 
Colin  Corbett  was  called  to  serve  as  a  Missionary  in  the  British  South 
Mission.  He  had  the  Melchezidek  Priesthood  conferred  on  him  on  21 
September.  Although  his  plane  left  Salisbury  at  7  a.m.,  several  members 
of  the  Branch  were  able  to  be  at  the  airport  to  wish  him  well.  The  prayers 
and  good  wishes  of  everyone  go  with  him  as  he  fulfills  this  important 
calling. 

Another  happy  gathering  of  saints  took  place  at  the  airport  when  they 
gathered  to  say  farewell  to  Sisters  Jean  Bean  and  Jean  Schonnberg  who 
were  departed  for  a  few  weeks  to  visit  the  temple  in  London.  While  at 
the  Temple  these  sisters  were  able  to  do  Genealogical  work  and  mingle 
with  the  Saints  from  South  Africa  who  were  also  there. 

The  MIA  held  its  Gold  and  Green  Ball  in  the  second  week  in 
September.  The  hall  was  beautifully  decorated  by  the  young  men  of  the 
branch,  who  really  worked  hard  for  many  hours.  Some  special  lighting  was 
arranged  which  added  extra  beauty  to  the  scene.  The  young  sisters  attended 
to  the  delicious  refreshments  which  were  served.  Several  demonstrations 
by  a  group  of  professional  ballroom  dancers,  both  young  and  not  so 
young,  were  thoroughly  enjoyed  by  everyone.  The  evening  was  a  great 
success.  There  were  30  members  and  68  visitors  including  the  exhibition 
dancers. 

Another  colourful  scene  at  the  chapel  was  the  Hawaiian  Cine  Dinner 
arranged  by  the  Sunday  School  as  a  fund  raising  project.  A  feature  film 
followed  a  delicious  meal  served  Hawaiian  style. 

We  were  very  happy  to  welcome  President  and  Sister  Simonsen  of 
Salt  Lake  City  at  one  of  our  Sacrament  Meetings.  The  saints  felt  he  gave 
a  very  inspiring  talk  and  enjoyed  chatting  with  him  for  a  short  while  after 
the  meeting. 

Brother  John  H.  Swalwell  was  appointed  and  set  apart  as  Assistant 
Secretary  of  the  Sunday  School. 

Congratulations  to  Brother  and  Sister  Miller  and  Sister  Sharon  Nield 
who  were  baptised  recently. 
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BULAWAYO 


Gold  and  Green  Ball 

Dawn  Owen 


No  doubt  about  it!  MIA's  first 
Gold  and  Green  Ball  turned  out  to 
be  an  unqualified  success.  Guests  of 
honour  were  Councillor  and  Mrs. 
Coronel,  who  were  most  impressed 
by  the  wonderful  spirit  displayed 
and  the  beautiful,  glittering  decor 
and  coloured  lights  which  gave  the 
Recreation  Hall  a  fairyland  appear- 
ance. One  of  Bulawayo's  best  bands 
was  in  attendance  and  they  cer- 
tainly kept  the  saints  and  their 
guests  twirling  away  in  their  beauti- 
ful gowns.  Two  Cabaret  numbers 
were  very  well  received.  The  first  by 
Sister  Denise  Milne  who  sang  some 
beautiful  folk  songs.  Brother  John 
Haswell  made  his  Church  debut 
with  his  famous  Chilapa-lapa 
sketches.  He  is  well-known  on  Tele- 
vision and  is  in  great  demand  as  an 
entertainer.  We  are  glad  to  have 
you  in  our  "camp"  brother  John! 
We  thank  Sister  Felicity  Austin  for 
the  many  willing  hours  spent  in 
organising  this  fine  dance.  Thank 
you  Gary  Owen  for  the  Art  and 
Sister  Charlsley  who  worked  ex- 
tremely hard  catering.  We  hope  this 
will  be  a  yearly  effort  and  are  look- 
ing forward  to  the  next  one. 

Sister  Judith  Jubber  acquitted  her- 
self very  well  on  Television  recent- 
ly. In  an  interview  she  was  asked 
about  her  mission  to  the  Nether- 
lands, and  about  the  habits,  customs. 


flowers  and  dress  of  the  people  of 
the  Netherlands. 

A  big  welcome  back  to  Brother 
Robin  Austin  after  his  nine  months 
army  training.  It  is  nice  to  have  you 
back,  and  we  wish  you  luck  and 
success  in  your  new  work. 

We  would  like  to  thank  Sister 
Maryan  Fraser  for  her  good  work 
in  the  Junior  Sunday  School  as  she 
was  just  released  from  the  position 
of  Junior  Sunday  School  Coordina- 
tor. Sister  Marjorie  Austin  was 
and  sustained  to  this  office. 

The  Relief  Society  Sisters  had  a 
most  interesting  and  informative 
evening  when  they  accepted  the 
invitation  from  the  Asian  Commu- 
nity to  visit  the  Muslim  Mosque. 
The  Sisters  in  turn  invited  the 
Brotherhood  of  the  Mosque  to  visit 
the  Chapel  at  the  next  open  house. 

Many  of  the  sisters  were  in  the 
hospital  over  the  past  few  months 
in  order  to  undergo  various  opera- 
tions. We  hope  they  will  return  to 
us  very  soon  as  we  love  and  miss 
them. 

Very  welcome  visitors  this  month 
were  Brother  and  Sister  Campbell 
from  Zambia.  The  Campbells  were 
in  Bulawayo  visiting  their  daughter. 
Phyllis  Barker.  We  are  overjoyed 
that  they  will  be  returning  here 
again  soon  to  take  up  permanent 
residence. 


MOWBRAY 


Bazaar  Very  Successful 


Beatrice  E.  Smith 

The  Jolly  Bazaar  was  held  on  the  last  day  of  October  and  on  Novem- 
ber 1st.  During  the  week,  brethren  and  sisters  got  together  and  erected  and 
decorated  the  various  stalls.  Late  on  Thursday  night,  the  finishing  touches 
were  applied  to  the  booths.  When  Brother  Donald  Harper  asked  a  blessing 
on  the  Bazaar  on  Friday,  everything  looked  really  lovely.  Prior  to  the 
commencement  of  selling  activities,  the  stalls  were  judged.  The  prize 
was  awarded  to  the  "Rosy  Apple  Farm  Stall,"  the  vegetable  stall  run  by 
Brother  Alwin  Hubert.  This  year  there  were  several  innovations:  Perhaps 
the  most  ambitious  was  the  Beauty  Salon,  which  was  arranged  in  the 
Junior  Sunday  School  hall.  Here  patrons  could  have  hair-dos.  a  facial 
massage,  a  manicure  or  other  beauty  treatments.  The  men  were  not  for- 
gotten and  the  barber  did  brisk  business   in  one  of  the  classrooms.  The 
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"Pie  Crust"  was  a  new  stall  devoted  entirely  to  the  sale  of  pies  —  meat, 
jam,  fruit,  or  what-have-you.  The  "Frying  Pan"  did  plenty  of  work  selling 
pancakes  to  the  hungry  —  and  these  were  "all  hot."  The  Flower  Stall 
supplied  beautiful  arrangements  to  those  desirous  of  decorating  their 
homes.  Here  also  could  be  purchased  succulent  gardens,  herbs  in  pots, 
African  Violets  and  tubs  of  hydranges.  The  jewellery  counter  had  many 
articles  of  costume  jewellery  to  choose  from.  A  small  counter  of  cosmetic 
requirements  kept  up  a  brisk  trade.  The  fish  pond  attracted  every  small 
member  and  all  his  friends.  The  "Home  Fayr"  carried  a  fine  stock  of 
needlework,  babyware  and  toys.  The  "Salad  Bowl"  was  the  busiest  restau- 
rant in  the  Peninsula.  Altogether,  the  Bazaar  was  an  outstanding  success  — 
socially  and  financially. 

We  had  a  highly  successful  cake  sale  on  3  October.  This  sale  was 
organized  to  raise  funds  for  the  Sunday  School  Christmas  Tree  Party. 
The  helpers  were  in  their  places  in  Adderley  Street  early  to  serve  Cape 
Town's  workers  as  they  hastened  to  their  businesses.  So  tempting  was 
the  array  of  good  things  that  within  two  hours,  a  sum  of  over  a  hundred 
rand  had  been  raised.  The  Sunday  School  superintendency  wish  to  thank 
all  of  those  who  baked  or  in  any  way  helped  with  this  event. 

Branch  Conference  was  held  on  the  19th  October.  The  songs  sung  by 
the  Junior  Sunday  School  and  the  lovely  number  rendered  by  the  choir 
were  very  much  appreciated.  The  talks  were  inspiring  and  helpful.  These 
conferences  certainly  aid  in  renewing  one's  enthusiasm  for  the  teaching 
of  the  Gospel. 

Our  membership  is  growing.  We  now  have  plenty  of  "born  Mormons." 
The  last  three  babies  born  have  all  been  boys.  They  are  sons  to  the  Borch- 
erds.  Deenik  and  Sturt  families.  Congratulations  to  all  of  the  proud  parents. 

Flu  is  still  among  us.  Sister  Yvonne  Crankshaw  and  Ricky  Todd  are 
just  recovering  from  a  virus  flu.  We  hope  all  those  who  have  been  afflicted 
will  soon  be  restored  to  health. 

Congratulations  go  across  the  ocean  to  Sister  Molly  Gort  who  was 
recently  married  to  Brother  Wilhelm  in  Frankfurt.  We  hope  their  lives 
will  always  be  happy. 

We  extend  our  deepest  sympathy  to  Sister  Cynthia  Steen-Nielsen  and 
her  family  on  the  death  of  a  beloved  father  and  husband.  May  the  Lord 
bless  and  comfort  them  in  this  time  of  sorrow. 

BELLVILLE 

Scouts  Active 

Dorathea  Storey 

Our  scouts  spent  a  week  in  camp  Lotter  junior  on  her  recent  engage- 

during  the  school  holidays  together  ment  to   Mr.   Kenneth   Blankenberg. 

with  our  other  Mormon  troop.  4th  We  wish  them  both  every  happiness. 
Mowbray    under   the    leadership    of  It    is    with    deep    regret    that    we 

their  G.S.M.,   Brother  "Stork"  Ter-  report     the     passing     of    our    dear 

blanche.    The    camp    was    held    in  brother.   Brother   Frank   Smith   who 

Bainskloof,      which      is     the      area  had    been    ailing    for    some    time, 

affected    by    the    disasterous    earth-  Brother  Smith  was  an  example  to  us 

quake  which  caused  so  much  dam-  all  in  the  faithful  way  in  which  he 

age     in     the     Boland     Towns.    The  carried  out  all  his  assignments  and 

scouts  fortunately,  were  not  injured.  attended  the  Church   meetings.  Our 

Brother     Noel     Storey,     our     own  deepest  and  sincerest  sympathies  go 

G.S.M.,  was  asked  to  take   part  as  to   his   wife.   Sister   Sniith.    and    his 

a    judge    in    the  Tygerberg    District  family.  We  would  like  them  to  know 

Competition  held  on  a  recent  Public  that    our    prayers   and   thoughts   are 

Holiday.  with  them.  Brother  Smith  leaves  97 

We      congratulate      Sister      Rosa  grand  and  great  grandchildren. 
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WELKOM 

Outing  for  the  Young  People 

Arlcnc   Gilburt 

More  memories  go  into  our  young  folks'  treasure  chests  this  month 
due  to  the  untiring  efforts  of  Brother  and  Sister  Bill  Groblcr  who  took 
22  children  on  an  overnight  camp  to  a  secluded  dam.  There  the  children 
were  able  to  fish,  swim,  canoe  and  generally  have  "lots  of  fun."'  It  was 
wonderful  to  see  ihe  joy  and  excitement  these  children  experienced.  There 
are  more  of  these  camps  arranged  for  the  future. 

MIA  was  invited  to  see  a  feature  film  at  the  Drive-In  and  full  use 
was  made  of  the  tickets  given  them. 

Recently  the  scouts  from  our  branch  participated  in  a  first-aid  com- 
petition. They  were  placed  high  in  the  final  standings,  and  we  wish  to 
congratulate  them  on  accepting  the  challenge  and  for  doing  so  well. 

Congratulations  must  be  given  to  Sister  Dawn  Nell  and  her  counsellors 
in  the  Primary  for  the  Wonderful  "Parent  Programme"  given  this  month. 
There  is  something  special  and  wonderful  in  hearing  the  children  of  the 
Primary  speak  of  our  Heavenly  Father.  Sister  Nell  was  also  presented  with 
the  Primary  pin  for  the  excellent  service  she  has  given  the  Primary. 

To  Brother  Larry  Nel  who  is  literally  "hung  up"  in  the  hospital  with 
a  broken  leg.  we  say,  "Happy  Swinging"  and  we  hope  it  will  not  take 
long  before  he  can  be  up  and  about  again.  Sister  Parkin,  also  recently  in 
the  hospital,  is  back  home  again. 

Brother  and  Sister  Bennington  paid  the  Primary  children  a  visit  this 
month.  Sister  McTavish  from  Zambia  also  visited  here  for  a  short  while. 
We  really  enjoy  seeing  and  meeting  members  of  the  Church  from  other 
branches.  It  makes  us  feel  more  a  part  of  the  whole. 

RAMAH   I 

Preparing  for  Year-End  Festivities 

Doreen  Fun-nell 

As  the  end  of  the  year  draws  close  who    were    placed    highest    in    the 

and  as  we  review  all  our  past  en-  standings. 

deavours,   we   realize   that  we   have  We  welcome  back  into  our  midst 

enjoyed   many   happy  occasions  to-  oit  brothers  and  sisters  back  from 

gether  as  a  branch.  We  will  always  the  Temple.  We  know  that  they  will 

treasure  the  memories  of  these  ex-  be  an  inspiration  to  the  rest  of  our 

periences.  branch. 

At  the  moment  each  auxiliary  is  We  have  just  enjoyed  two  days  of 
busy  planning  Christmas  Tree  par-  spiritual  uplift  at  the  recent  Trans- 
ties  for  the  young  and  for  the  not-  vaal  District  Conference.  We  pray 
so-young  and  the  Relief  Society  is  that  each  and  everyone  of  us  will 
thinking  of  making  the  needy  a  little  work  together  for  the  Stake  of  Zion 
happier  this  festive  season.  whlch  1S  our  g°al  and  which  can  be 

The  MIA  is  in  the  throes  of  put-  °urs  bV  doing  the  Lord's  work   in 

ting  on  a  Biblical  play  on  December  Je  wa>  Prescr,bed.  bV  inspiration  by 

13  called,  "Follow  Thou  Me."  J056,^0    P^eside    °Yer         t      cS 

'  .  Ramah  Branches  are  happy  to   see 

Our  sports  programme  is  progres-  the       saints       from       neighbouring 

sing    very     well.     Basketball     is     a  branches,  especially  those  from  long 

favourite  with  the  young  men  and  distances, 
women.  Sister  Reckas  is  back  home  again 

The    District    Spring    Sing    pro-  after    having     enjoyed     a     trip     to 

gramme  was  a  great  success  and  our  England  to  see  her  sister  and  to  the 

branch  is  very  proud  of  our  Beehive  United   States   to   see   her   daughter 

class    and    our    Branch    Presidency  in  Salt  Lake  City.  Welcome  back. 

(Ramah  1  November  correction  see  page  336) 
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PRETORIA 

Participate  in  Eisteddfod 

We  are  proud  of  a  few  of  our  branch  members  who  participated  in 
the  recent  Eisteddfod  held  in  Pretoria.  Sister  Swatzburg  had  great  success 
with  her  'school  of  dancing'  at  this  event  and  we  extend  our  congratulations 
to  her  and  our  best  wishes  for  further  success.  Also  Roberta  and  Shirley 
van  Staden  won  high  honours  at  the  Eisteddfod  with  their  fine  dancing 
talents. 

We  are  happy  to  welcome  Olive  and  Pat  Taim  back  with  us  after 
their  trip  to  the  temple.  We  wish  them  everything  of  the  best  in  the 
eternities  ahead. 

We  wish  to  congratulate  Harold  Elliot  on  his  calling  to  be  the 
Assistant  Group  Leader.  We  look  to  him  for  much  good  work  in  the 
service  of  the  Lord. 

EAST  RAND 

New  Branch   Presidency 

Dcnise  N.  Young 

The  many  changes  within  the  saints  from  this  mission. 
Mission  and  Transvaal  District  The  Primary  arranged  a  film  even- 
Organizations  have  affected  the  rank  ing  and  Brother  Gorman  very  kindly 
of  the  East  Rand  Branch.  The  New  showed  us  two  films  distributed  by 
Branch  Presidency  of  the  East  Rand  the  Church  concerning  teaching. 
Branch  is  as  follows:  President.  These  films  gave  us  a  new  insight 
Malcolm  Young;  First  Counsellor.  into  the  need  for  effective  teaching. 
Sydney  Cox;  and  Roland  Gueffroy  A  hearty  welcome  is  extended  to 
is  the  Second  Counsellor.  Brother  van   Brugen   who  was  bap- 

We  welcome  back  home  the  Bcster  tised  in  October.  It  is  also  a  joy  to 

and  Alexander  families  who  visited  associate  with  Mrs.  van  Brugen  and 

the    Temple    with    a    group    of   the  the  children. 

PIETERMARITZBURG 


"Spring  Fling"  Enjoyed 

Connie  de  Bruin 

The  highlight  of  the  month  was  a  "Spring  Fling"  held  on  the  25th 
October.  This  dance  was  organised  b\  the  MIA.  The  hall  was  beautifully 
decorated  in  pink  and  white  and  an  eye-catching  display  of  balloons  made 
up  the  centre  attraction.  The  dance  was  well  supported. 

The  Relief  Society  fete  will  be  held  on  the  29th  November  and  the 
Sisters  are  working  diligently  in  preparing  the  various  stalls  and  displays. 

The  wedding  of  Sister  Val  Walsh  and  Brother  Koos  Scheltema  took 
place  early  in  the  month.  The  beautiful  flowers  in  the  chapel  were  admired 
by  everyone  and  they  certainlv  helped  make  the  day  a  memorable  one  for 
the  groom  and  the  lovely  bride.  The  branch  members  join  in  wishing  Val 
and  Koos  God's  richest  blessing  in  the  future. 

Another  very  happy  occasion  for  Val  and  Koos  was  the  baptism  of 
Koos'  brother.  Gerhard.  Although  this  brother  lives  in  Pretoria,  he 
arranged  to  be  baptised  in  Pietermaritzburg  on  the  eve  of  the  wedding 
so  that  Koos  could  be  present. 

We  welcome  two  new  sisters  into  the  branch.  Sister  Sally  Anne  and 
Sister  Jackie  Kok  were  recently  baptised  into  the  Church  and  we  know 
thev  will  be  a  great  strength  to  the  members  here. 

(Continued  on  page  336) 
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At  this  blessed  Christmas  season,  Sister  Badger  and  I  wish  each  of  you 
a  wonderfully  happy  Christmas.  May  our  Heavenly  Father's  richest  bless- 
ings be  yours  through  your  membership  in  His  Church  and  your  living 
the  Gospel  plan  as  he  has  given  us. 

With  you,  our  hearts  turn  at  this  time  to  our  Heavenly  Father  and 
His  Son.  We  appreciate  the  sacrifice  made  for  each  of  us  by  the  greatest 
of  all  beings  to  ever  dwell  upon  this  earth.  We  appreciate  His  example 
in  all  things.  His  great  truths  have  influenced  mankind  for  good  as  has 
nothing  else.  Because  of  His  life,  each  of  us  is  a  better  person  than  could 
otherwise  be  possible.  He  has  given  us  the  true  plan  for  living.  He  said 
that  he  who  would  be  greatest  would  be  he  who  had  been  the  servant  of 
all.  He  taught  us  that  we  must  love  our  neighbour  as  we  love  ourself.  He 
told  us  to  seek  first  the  Kingdom  of  God  and  that  thereafter  the  material 
things  we  needed  would  be  ours.  In  all  things,  he  has  pointed  the  way  we 
must  live  to  gain  the  richest  prize  of  all,  that  of  Eternal  Life. 

May  the  peace  be  yours  now  and  throughout  the  coming  year  which 
comes  from  keeping  the  commandments  which  have  been  given  us.  A 
quiet  conscience  is  perhaps  one  of  the  greatest  blessings  of  life.  It  results 
from  making  the  teachings  of  the  Saviour  the  guide  to  our  daily  actions. 

We  love  and  appreciate  each  of  you  and  pray  that  our  Heavenly 
Father's  richest  blessings  may  be  yours  now  and  through  the  coming  year. 

With  love. 

President  and  Sister  Howard  C.   Badger 


CHRISTMAS  IN  SUNNY  SOUTH  AFRICA  (Continued  from  page  312) 


We  look  forward  with  pleasure  to 
our  Mission  Home,  "Cumorah", 
throwing  wide  its  doors  for  "Open 
House"  during  the  festive  season. 
The  Mission  President,  his  wife  and 
family  receive  us  graciously  and 
with  sincere  warmth. 

We,  as  a  family,  try  to  cherish  the 
real  meaning  of  Christmas,  by  ap- 
preciating the  eternal,  joyous  mes- 
sage emphasizing  peace,  goodwill 
and  love.  As  parents  we  try  to  in- 
volve each  family  member  in  the 
true  spirit  of  Christmas  by  planning 
our  Christmas  Day  prayerfully  and 
with  care.  We  devote  the  first  half 
of  the  day  to  the  family  circle.  This 
includes  family  prayer,  opening  of 
gifts  under  our  splendid  Christmas 
tree,  breakfast,  a  short  service  em- 
bracing the  story  of  the  Birth  of 
Jesus,  as  well  as  Bible  Reading  and 
Carol  singing.  The  midday  meal  is 
the  highlight  shared  with  loved 
ones. 

A  leisurely  afternoon  is  then  spent 
in     the     company     of     family     and 


friends.  We  enjoy  the  Special  Sab- 
bath which  precedes  Christmas  as 
the  church  programmes  are  devoted 
to  thanks-giving  for  the  birth  of  our 
Lord,  Jesus  Christ.  "Love  ye  one 
another  as  I  have  loved  you**  — 
permeats  the  service,  hymns  and 
carol  singing.  The  warm  friendliness 
is  felt  by  everyone. 

South  Africans  are  a  genial,  hos- 
pitable people  and  this  feeling 
reaches  a  climax  at  the  end  of  the 
year.  My  husband,  our  children  and 
I  pause  with  others  in  our  wonder- 
ful free  country  to  reach  beyond  the 
home  to  those  less  fortunate.  We 
turn  to  the  sick,  aged,  destitute,  im- 
prisoned, lonely,  homesick,  and 
share  with  them  the  sweet  fruits  of 
the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  —  the 
greatest  being  LOVE  —  as  our 
Saviour  taught  it. 

"Christinas  is  a  gift  from  God 
that  man  cannot  keep  until  he  gives 
it    to    someone    else"    —    Dorothy 

Cameron   Smith. 
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FROM  OUR  RECORDS 


BLESSINGS 


CERMISTON 
ORCHARD.    Wync    Eric    blessed    October    5. 

1%'). 
GRANT,     Stephen     Michael    blessed    October 

5,    1969. 
DOBBINS.  Donauyn  Grant  blessed  Aurusi  3, 

1969. 

VEREENIGING 
JACOBS,     Daniel     Jacobus    blessed     June     8, 
1969. 


MOWBRAY 
WILSON,   Heather  Margaret   blessed   Nov.   2. 

1464. 
WILSON,   Robert  George  blessed   Novembei 

2.    1969, 
WILSON,    Brcnda    Joyce    blessed    November 
2.    llW). 

PRETORIA 
EOUCllE,  Veneria  Stephenie  blessed  October 

5,     1464. 


CERMISTON 
BREMNER.       Stephen       Reginald 

August    2.    1464 
BREMNER.   Margaret  Christine  (Wicks)  bap- 
tised Aurusi  2.  1464. 
PRINSLOO.     Marthinus    baptised    Aurusi    2. 

1969. 
McGUlRE.   Carol    Ann.    baptised   AuRust    16, 

1464. 
BREMNER.    Susan    Marv    Madeline    baptised 

September    27.    1464. 
PRINSLOO.  William  David  baptised  Septem- 
ber 27.  1469. 
MARAIS.   Stephanie    baptised    September    27. 

1464. 
ORCHARD.    Vera     Elizabeth    (Hollick)    bap- 
tised September.  27,  1964. 
SLABBERT.       Neville       Archibald       baptised 

October  4.    1464. 
GRANT.     Maureen     Ann     (Wilson)     baptised 

October  4.    1469. 
GRANT,    Sharon    Elizabeth    baptised    October 

4.    1469. 

VEREENIGING 
FASS,   William   baptised   Julv    14.    1469. 
FASS,     Ronald     baptised     July     19,      1969. 
FISCHBACHER.      Margaret      Lillv      baptised 

September   27.    1969. 


BAPTISMS 

baptised 


SPRINGS 

PENN,    Doris   Nc  ta    baptised    September    27. 
1969. 


MOWBKA1 

Lankaster 


baptised 


WILSON.        Norman 
October   18.   1964. 

WILSON,    Lilian    May    baptised    October    18. 
1464. 

ELIOTT.    Gregory    Dennis    baptised    Novem- 
ber   1.    1969. 

PREUSS.     Dorothy     Frederika    AuRusta    bap- 
tised October  18.   1464. 

PIETERMARITZBURC 

VAN    SCHELTEMA.    Gehard    Nicholas    bap- 
tised October  3.   1464. 

KOK.  Sally   Ann   baptised    November   1.    1464. 

KOK.      Jacqueline      baptised      November      1. 
1464. 

PRETORIA 

HONEY,    Yvonne    Jeanctte    baptised    October 

4.  1464. 
HONEY.      Kim     Maxfield     baptised     October 

4.  1464. 
TERBLANCHE.     Elizabeth     Hencla     baptised 

October  4.    1969. 


RAMAH    I 
TRANSFELDT.     Ensor    Edward    ordained     a 

Deacon  October  5.   1969. 
McALPINE,      Donald     Andrew     ordained      a 

Deacon  October  5,   1969. 

MOWBRAY 
BALDWIN.    William     Frederick    ordained    a 

Priest  October   12.    1969. 
GRAY.     Haslcr     Edward     ordained     a     Priest 

October    12.    1969. 

SPRINGS 
MAYTHAM.     Edward     Studley     ordained     a 

Deacon   August  3.   1969. 
VAN    NIEKERK,    Ivan    Theodor   ordained    a 

Teacher  October  5.   1969. 


ORDINATIONS 

DURBAN 


SALVESEN.       Errol        Denis       ordained       a 

Teacher  September  28.   1969. 
HENNING.   Victor   Lowell   ordained   a   Priest 

September    28.    1969. 
HENNING,   Paul    Edwin   ordained   a  Teacher 

September   28.    1969. 
DUNCAN,   LouFran   ordained   an   Elder   May 

16.    1969. 

CERMISTON 

BRAITHWAITE.  David  Andrew  ordained 
an    Elder    November    9.    1969. 

DEGENAAR.  Johan  Martin  ordained  a  Dea- 
con  October   19,    1969. 


MARRIAGES 


VEREENIGING 
Denote  Janata   Buchling   married   Gerhardus 
Pretrus     Jacobus     Kloppcr     September     12. 

1964. 


Aletha      Johanna      Fritz      married      Phillipus 
Stephanus   Pretorius  March  28.    1969. 


DEATHS 


CATTO.    John    Halford    died    Jan.    31.    1969. 
CLIFFORD.     Jack     John     died     March      13. 
1969. 
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MISSIONARY  ACTIVITIES 


APPOINTMENTS 


ELDER    ALAN 
BANKS 


ELDER    BRIAN 
ANDERSON 


ELDER    MARK 
SMITH 


ELDER    HAROLD 
GOATES, 


ELDER   DAVID 
FISHER 


ELDER    RICHARD 
COLMERE 


ELDER   PRESTON 
CROFTS 


ELDER  ROBERT 
CHALMERS 


ELDER   ALAN    BANKS   has  been   appointed   Assistant  to  the  Mission   President.    Elder   Banks 

has    laboured    in    Germiston,    Alberton,    Port    Elizabeth    and    Cape    Town    as    the    District 

Leader. 
ELDER   BRIAN    ANDERSON   has   been   appointed   Assistant   to   the   Mission   President.    Elder 

Anderson   has  laboured   in  Johannesburg,   in   the   Mission   Home  as  CSM   Associate   Editor. 

and    Bulawayo. 
ELDER    DAVID    FISHER    has    been    appointed    District    Leader   of   the   Cape    District.    Elder 

Fisher  has  laboured  in  Germiston. 
ELDER    PRESTON    CROFTS    has    been    appointed    District    Leader   of   the   Salisbury    District. 

Elder  Crofts  has  laboured  in  Cape  Town,  the  Mission  Home,  and  Durban. 
ELDER   MARK   G.   SMITH   has  been   appointed   Zone   Leader  of   the   Transvaal   Zone.   Elder 

Smith   has   laboured    in   Pretoria.   Johannesburg.    Durban,   and  Salisbury. 
ELDER   HAL   GOATES   has   been   appointed    District   Leader   of   Bulawayo.   Elder   Goates   has 

laboured    in    Johannesburg.   Cape   Town,    Alberton.    Durban,   and   Que   Que,    Rhodesia. 
ELDER    RICHARD   COLEMERE   has   been   appointed   the   District   Leader  of   Pretoria.   Elder 

Colemere  has  laboured  in  Bloemfontein.  Johannesburg  and  East  London. 
ELDER    ROBERT   CHALMERS   has   been   appointed   the    District   Leader  of  the   West   Rand. 

Elder  Chalmers  has  laboured  in  Johannesburg.   Benoni  and  Cape  Town. 

TRANSFERS 

ELDER   CHARLES   CLAYTON   has  been   transferred   from  Salisbury  to   Port   Elizabeth. 
ELDER   VERNON  JUBBER  has  been   transferred  from  the  West  Rand  to  East  London  as  a 

co-Senior  Companion  with   Elder  Yarrington. 
ELDER  ROLAND  ISOM   has  been   transferred   from  Salisbury  to  Johannesburg  where  he  will 

labour  with  Elder  Allen. 
ELDER  LANCE  SCOTT  has  been  transferred  from  Durban  to  Springs. 
ELDER    STEPHEN    CONGDON    has    been    transferred    from    Hermanus   to   Benoni.    There   he 

will  be  a  Senior  Companion. 
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ELDER   CHARLES    MITCHNER   has   been   transferred    from   Bulawayo  to  Gcrmiston. 

ELDER  SELVOV  FILLER  UP  has  been  made  a  Senior  Companion. 

ELDER    BRENT   GARDNER   has   been   transferred   from   Salisbury   to   Pinctown    as   a   Senior 

Companion. 
ELDER  RON  PLATT  has  been  transferred  from  Port  Elizabeth  to  Carlctonvillc. 
ELDER    DANA    HOWARTH    has    been    transferred    from    Cape    Town    to    Salisbury. 
ELDER    RICHARD    PETERSON    has    been    transferred    from    Benoni    to    Salisbury. 
ELDER   KERRY  NIXON  has  been  transferred  from  Pinetown  to  Salisbury. 
ELDER    JOHN    EVANS    has    been    transferred    from   Carletonvillc   to   Salisbury. 
ELDER    LYNN    LARSON    has    been    transferred    from   Carlctonvillc    to    Bulawayo. 
ELDER  STEVENSHURTLEFF  has  been  made  a  Senior  Companion. 
ELDER  FRED  GRIFFITHS  has  heen  transferred  from  Salisbury  to  Cape  Town. 
ELDER    ALAN    WARBY    has    been    transferred    from    Springs   to    Paarl    where    he    will    work 

with  Elder  McConkie, 
ELDER    RICHARD    LEWIS    has    been    transferred    from    PictermaritzburR    to   Cape   Town. 
ELDER    DAVID   CUNNINGHAM   has    been    transferred    from    Johannesburg   to   Cape   Town. 


ELDER    ERIC 
JOHNSON 


ELDER   DONALD 
GARDINER 


ELDER  DAVID 
WALSH 


ELDER   RUSSELL 
HARPER 


ELDER   RUSSELL 
WILDER 


ELDER   DAVID 
RICHARDS 


ELDER    WILFORD 
CROCKETT 


RELEASES 

ELDER  ERIC  JOHNSON   was   released  on   December   4.   Elder  Johnson  laboured   in   Gcrmis- 
ton.    Durban.    Pretoria.    Cape    Town    as    the    District    Leader,    and    in    Johannesburg    as 

Assistant  to  the  President. 
ELDER    DONALD   GARDINER    was   released    on    December   4.    Elder   Gardiner  laboured    in 

Brakpan.    Gcrmiston,   Durban   as  the   District   Leader.   Cape   Town   as  the   District  Leader 

and  in  Johannesburg  as  Assistant  to  the  Mission  President. 
ELDER  DAVID  WALSH  was  released  on   December  4.   Elder  Walsh  has  served  in  Pretoria, 

East  London,  Johannesburg,  and  VereeniRing  as  the  District  Leader. 
ELDER    RUSSELL    HARPER    was    released    on    December    4.    Elder    Harper    has    served    in 

Cape    Town   Wclkom.    Pietcrmaritzburg.    Windhoek,    and    Pretoria   as   the   District  Leader. 
ELDER    RUSSELL    WILDER    was    released     December    4.    Elder    Wilder    has    laboured    in 

Pretoria.    Port    Elizabeth.    Klcrksdorp.    in    the    Mission    Home    as    the    Mission    Recorder, 

and  in  Germiston. 
ELDER    DAVID    RICHARDS    was    released    on    December   4.    Elder    Richards    has   served    in 

Krugersdorp.  Blocmfontcin.  Johannesburg.  Salisbury,  and  Cape  Town. 
ELDER  WILFORD  CROCKETT  was  released  on  December  4.   Elder  Crockett  has  served   in 

Verceniging.       Johannesburg.       Bulawayo.       Pietcrmaritzburg,       Durban,       Orkney       (and 

Bloemfontein. 
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CHRISTMAS  AND  THE  SPIRIT  OF  CHRIST  (Continued  from  page  317) 

has  given  that  testimony  to  the  are  at  peace  in  the  neighbourhood; 
world  and  has  recorded  His  mes-  and  use  our  influence  as  members 
sages  for  this  generation,  in  this,  of  the  Church  in  establishing  peace 
the  Dispensation  of  the  Fullness  of  in  all  the  world.  We  can  do  this  by 
Times.  What  a  mighty  responsibi-  that  God-like,  Christ-like  principle 
lity.  then,  rests  upon  all  of  us!  Of  of  service.  Every  man,  woman,  and 
all  the  Christian  people  throughout  child  in  this  Church  has  an  oppor- 
the  civilized  world,  none  carries  the  tunity  to  render  that  service  to  man- 
responsibility  that  a  member  of  this  kind. 

Church  carries  today;  and  we  must  >.        .,-                      .          .     ,„     . 

strive  to  follow  the  example  of  the  ,  ^aX   H|S   Peacc  and  contentment 

Redeemer  abide  in  every  home.  May  the  cheer 

As   we    annroaeh    the    New  Year  of    Christmas    time    which     springs 

T     /ir     it^S         nnrnnltPtn  fr0m   the    trUe    SPirlt    °f    brotherhood, 

I    think    it    is    most    appropriate   to  which  is  the  spjVjt  of  Christ,  be  with 

repent  and  strive  for  something  that  ,       j        ■..       .   ,.'   ,    .    „f 

•    H.    tt         t  •       t               ..  •    6  ..    +  us  and  remain  with  us  throughout 

is   better;   strive  for  something  that  .           .                 .       .    comins,e 

is  higher;  introduce  more  godliness  the  entire  year  that  1S  coming- 

into  our  lives;  establish  peace  first  Instructor 

in  our  hearts;  see  that  our  families  December  1963 


DURBAN 

Successful  Fate  at  Durban 

Cherryl  D.  Vice 

The  Durban  MIA  members  were  delighted  when  they  heard  that  the 
dance  of  the  month  "The  Spring  Fling"  was  to  be  held  in  Pietermaritzburg. 
This  dance  was  extremely  well  catered  for  and  the  hall  was  beautifully 
decorated.  Well  done.  Pietermaritzburg.  q 

The  annual  Durban  Fete  was  held  in  the  beginning  of  November.  The 
stalls  were  colourfully  decorated  by  diligent  members  and  the  stalls  varied 
from  dart  stalls  to  stalls  for  clothes,  food  and  toys.  The  highlight  of  the 
whole  fete,  at  least  for  the  children,  was  the  fancy  dress  parade.  This  was 
well  participated  in  and  some  really  unique  costumes  were  produced. 

The  evening  following  the  fete  a  film  show  was  held  at  the  chapel. 
It  is  with  sincere  thanks  that  the  Branch  and  District  Presidency  take 
this  opportunity  to  thank  those  who  worked  so  hard  on  this  function. 

Last,  but  not  least,  we  would  like  to  welcome  all  the  new  members 
into  our  midst,  and  say  how  sorry  we  were  when  the  lovely  Beven  family, 
as  well  as  Sister  Denise  Kapp  and  her  family  and  Sister  Helen  left  for 
Canada  and  the  U.S.A.,  respectively.  We  wish  them  well  in  their  new 
homes. 


RAMAH  1  —  November  correction: 

Note:  The  statement  in  the  Ramah  1  report  for  November  concerning 
the  temple  trip,  "Roy  and  Lynne  Bradley  from  Ramah  I  went  to  the 
temple  as  representatives  of  our  Branch."  was  an  ambiguous  statement. 
Of  course,  no  one  went  to  the  temple  as  appointed  representatives  from 
any  branch.  It  should  also  be  pointed  out  that  the  Branch  Reporter  was 
not  at  fault  in  entering  this  statement  for  publication.  The  statement  as 
submitted  by  the  Branch  Reporter  was  changed  in  editing.  —  BCJ. 
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